Changing gospel musicianship : Its relevance to
the interrelationship between the mainline
churches and the pentecostal churches
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Changing Gospel Musicianship : Its Relevance to the Interrelationship

between the Mainline Churches and the Pentecostal Churches
NOZAWA Toyoichi

Abstract

Among American Black Churches, there are roughly two types. One is middle-class oriented
“Mainline Churches,” and the other is lower-class oriented “Pentecostal Churches.” These differ-
ences can be best understood by their musical practices during the worship services. The Main-
lines are more moderate and westernized, and the Pentecostals are more “lively” and spontane-
ous.

These two are tend to be recognized as racial category, especially by the racial essentialists,
who view that only Pentecostals are “Black.” This perspective is not satisfying at all, because it
does not explain the interrelationship between the two, and the changing of worship services :
Recently, Gospel Music and some other elements of worship services, which had been seen as
“Pentecostal,” such as dancing, have become more popular than ever among the Mainlines. This
has been causing another effect: the Mainlines started to hire Pentecostal musicians. In other
words, musicians are acting as the agencies between the two.

In this article, I will discuss about the church musicians and the changing of their status.
Through this description, I will materially demonstrate what caused these changes, and then,
suggest that there is another perspective on investigating African American churches worship
services and gospel music.
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