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we should carefully assess the degree of governmental interference to the
flow of information on the Internet. As figure 1 in my paper indicates, concep-
tually there are two different types of models regarding Internet controlling
in authoritarian regimes. One model is that the government mediates and
tries to control the flow of information on the Internet (model C), and the
other model is that the government renounces Internet control completely
(model D).

There are two effective concepts to classify authoritarian regimes into
model C or model D. The first concept is “network architecture,” which is
defined as the structural character of a network based on a code (software).
The second concept is “network infrastructure architecture,” which is defined
as the physical structure of infrastructure to ensure data communication.

As a result of my examination, most of the Middle Eastern countries such
as Syria, Tunisia, UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, and Egypt
are categorized as model C, with only Jordan categorized as model D. The dif-
ference between Jordan and the other countries is explained by the engage-
ment of US governmental organization on ICT strategy-making and revising
processes, and the leadership of King Abdullah II, the head of the regime,
who favors the introduction of policies that create competition in the ICT
sector.

The Jordanian decision to adopt model D leads a change in policymaking
processes in the ICT field in Jordan, with transparency and accountability
indubitably improved in this country. My paper concludes that the Jorda-
nian case implies authoritarian regimes could adopt model D while keeping
their authoritarian characters, and the perception and leadership of these
regimes’ heads would grasp the key for this change.

The Structure and Development of Middle
Eastern Regional Politics: Past Achievements
and Future Agendas of Theoretical Analysis

KASHIMA Masahiro

To be sure, there has been a rather impressive accumulation of research
into the regional politics of the Middle East, centering on the Arab-Israeli
conflicts, Gulf wars and the involvement of the super-powers therein. How-
ever, most of the monographs are more “descriptive” than “theoretical-
analytical,” whether they are historical studies or report on current affairs.
While it is perhaps not an exaggeration to claim that most of the related

— 15 —



works in Arabic and Japanese are such, some among those in English are
theoretical-analytical works, reflecting the heightened demand, especially in
the United States, for more social scientific approaches within area studies.

A typical work in this genre is Steven Walt's The Origins of Alliances
(1987), which may be said to have used area studies to establish a social
scientific theory, rather than introduced social scientific approaches to area
studies. Works that are more based on area studies include Michael
Barnette’s Dialogues in Arab Politics (1998) and Raymond Hinnebusch’s The
International Politics of the Middle East (2003). Barnette’s work discusses
the politics among Arab states, the core of the Middle East states, as does
Avraham Sela’s The Decline of the Arab-Israeli Conflict published in the same
year, although not particularly in a theoretical-analytical way. Both works
should be considered as studies in the regional politics of the Middle East,
as the conflict with Israel has been strongly tied with the various rivalries
among Arab states. Walt’s and Hinnebusch’s works discuss the regional pol-
itics in the Middle East, which involve, in addition to Arab states and Israel,
Iran and the great powers.

In terms of their theoretical tenets, Walt’s and Sela’s are (neo-) realist
and Barnette’s constructivist, while Hinnebusch’s is liberal, incorporating
not only realist frameworks but also constructivist and pluralist (liberal-
institutionalist) concepts and even (neo-Marxist) structuralist perspectives.
I describe these basic theoretical arguments and delineations of historical
phases found in each work, finding Hinnebusch’s argument most compre-
hensive and persuasive.

Moreover, I look at some other books and articles, among which is Paul
Noble’s “Systemic Approaches Do Matter, But ...” (2004) In this article, No-
ble tries to apply systemic approaches to the study of the Middle East system
and offers a set of regional and sub-regional systemic factors in addition to
global systemic factors as explanatory variables. I take up his argument of
the global systemic factor change in the post-Cold War period and raise some
issues to be explored concerning this on-going period, such as democratiza-
tion, privatization, and regionalization in Muslim and “rentier” states of the
region, especially after the Iraq War (2003).



