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Fig. 1 Map of UA.E. and location of Al Madam.
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Trade route between Mountain and desert
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Fig. 2 Landscape of Al Madam area and some
collected ceramics. Yemeni yellow glazed ware with
black decoration. Chinese green ware small dish of
the 13th century.
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Fig. 3 Al Madam roundabout and researched area.
Left side, U.A.E. Right side, Oman.
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Fig. 4 Point 1 of Al Madam and collected ceramics.
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Fig. 7 Point 4 of Al Madam and collected ceramics.
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Fig. 6 Point 3 of Al Madam and collected ceramics.
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Fig. 9 Point 6 of Al Madam and collected ceramics.
Fig. 8 Point 5 of Al Madam and collected ceramics.
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Fig. 10 Surface collection from the east side of the
road, south of Al Madam roundabout.
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Settlement sites along the trade route in
the desert, Sharjah Emirate

Tatsuo Sasaki, Hanae Sasaki, Eisa Abbas Hussien
Yusef (Directory of Antiquities, Sharjah)

Al Madam Project

The recently known archaeological sites deep in the
desert between Abu Dhabi and Al Ain are not on the
famouse caravan routes. However, an ancient caravan
route can be traced by connecting the archaeological
sites dotting the desert. The route was not along or
in line with the modern asphalt road. By collecting
data from archaeological traces, we can locate the
ancient route in the desert, which moved from time
to time according to changing conditions. In 2011,
we started a study of the Al Madam trade route by
collecting surface materials from the desert.

Trade route between Mountain and desert

Al Madam is located on the north-south main road
between Mleiha and Al Ain. Al Madam is also the
intersection of the north-south and east-west roads
connecting the desert with two seas, the Arabian Gulf

and the Oman Gulf. The north-south road extends to

the hinterland of Oman in the south.

Preliminary report of some collections

There are sand dunes 40 m long in this area.
Archaeological materials lie scattered along the flat
areas among the sand dunes. Traces of water make
the surface of the flat areas hard and grey. There
are no remains of mud brick houses on the surface.
However, traces of hearths and accumulated small
pebbles, which were probably heated for cooking, are
often found.

Although there are some sherds of glass objects
such as vessels, beads, and bangles, most were
earthenware, such as cooking pots and water vaseses.
There is some Iranian glazed ware, but the most
common among glazed wares were the locally made
brown and green glazed wares. Blue-and-white ware
and green ware from China were very rare except
for several sherds of Chinese Longquan green ware,
Iranian sgrafiat ware, and Yemeni yellow glazed ware
with black decoration. Many ceramic sherds, common
finds along the Indian Ocean, could be dated from the
18th to the 20th century. Food residues (animal and
fish bones) and shells were very rare on the surface.
East side of the modern road

Ceramic sherds were collected from both sides of the
modern road, since it passed through the suburbs of
Al Madam town.

Problems of the Research

The geographical scenery of the area is well
preserved because the region is comparatively
underdeveloped. Ceramic sherds from the Mleiha
period are very rare even though Mleiha was an
important trader centre in the period. Finds of Mleiha
piriod are needed for the trade route research.
Research Plan of the Project

Archaeological sites will be marked on the map using
GPS. One of the sites will be excavated to know the
depth and extent of the settlement.

Mapping of archaeological materials will show the
trade route and its characteristics. The study will be
focused on desert life as well as materials of everyday

use in the desert.



