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Abstract

A Stylistic Analysis of Stickers on Cars as Linguistic Landscapes

Yoshinori NISHIJIMA

Walking around the streets in Japan, you can see various linguistic landscapes
such as public signs and commercial signs installed on streets and buildings. It can
be said that the city is full of various textual information. Textual information is
not limited to signs instailed on streets and buildings. You will notice that vehicles
such as private cars and trucks running in the city also have a wide variety of
stickers, such as akachan-ga nottemasu (‘baby is on board’} and warashi-wa
hoteisokudo-o mamotteimasu (‘I am keeping the legal speed’), These signs can be
also regarded as a kind of linguistic landscape. However, unlike ordinary signs
that are fixedly installed in the city, many stickers on cars do not always have a
clear meaning. In this research, we focus on stickers attached to vehicles that have
been rarely taken up in the field of linguistic landscape research so far, even
though they form a part of the linguistic landscapes of Japanese society. The
purpose of this study is fourfold: (1) to show the diversity of linguistic landscapes
in Japanese society by considering car stickers also as linguistic landscapes; (2) to
reveal what kind of information is to be conveyed by what kind of expression
forms from a stylistic point of view based on the expressions on car stickers; (3)
to show that understanding of a message on & car sticker requires the readers’
active interpretation; and (4) to suggest that the use of car stickers reflects the

customs of motorized society in Japan.

16



