Introduction of VOCA to a child with intellectual
disability who was using manual signs: prompt
from results using INREAL
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“Introduction of VOCA to a Child with Intellectual Disability Who was Using
Manual Signs: Prompt from Results Using INREAL

Satoshi Sakar Manabu Or

* Faculty of Education, Kagawa University
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** Faculty of Education, Kanazawa University

In this study, the communication development of a young boy with intellectual
disability was investigated for the period of eleven weeks after a voice output
communication aid (VOCA) was introduced. Before the introduction of the VOCA, the
primary communication method of the boy was signing and he had only three spoken
words. It was concluded that the VOCA became a useful communication tool for the boy,
and other communication methods including signs were positively incorporated with the
use of the VOCA. It is important to note that the positive outcomes of this study were
due to the repeated revision of the stored communication materials of the VOCA. The
stored phrases of the VOCA were selected and updated frequently in order to cover the
boy’s communication needs based on the video analysis of his communication. As in this
study, a set of communication evaluations, monitored communication practice, and
reevaluation are necessary in order to have success in the introduction of a VOCA for
children with developmental disabilities.



