Chinese stoneware bowls used as mortar vessels
for kitchen utensils in Medieval Japan
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Chinese stoneware bowls used as mortar vessels
for kitchen utensils in Medieval Japan
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In medieval Japan,there are two types of stoneware bowls imported from China,which were used as mortar vessels
for kitchen utensils. The most striking thing about these stoneware mortars is wearing smooth insides of body. Type [
has no scratched comb lines on its inside surface. Type Il has scratched comb lines on its inside surface. On the basis of
rim profile I clasified type [ to 11 sub-types, and type I to 6 sub-types,but it is not always easy to distinguish these
stoneware mortars in detail.

I have confirmed 210 rim sherds at 72 sites so far, 172 of these rim sherds are type [ which constitute some 80% of
all rim sherds (210). A large number of sherds are very fine-textured brownish sherds with whitish grit, for this reason,
Chinese stoneware mortars may be products of kilns around parts of the lower Yangtze-Kiang &iL(#3F7L) in China.
Chinese stoneware mortars are grouped into unglazed stoneware mortars and glazed stoneware mortars. The bulk of
type [ constitute of unglazed stoneware mortars and the bulk oftype II constitute of glazed stoneware mortars. It is
that a characteristic feature of type I has scratched comb lines on inside surace of body, the number of comb lines are
six or eight, thirteen, fourteen.

Chinese stoneware mortars are generally be used during the 12th and 13th century,particularly in the latter half of
12th century. A number of Chinese stoneware mortars were found at various sites of Hakata city and at Dazaifu site in
Chikuzen Province, and I have found 142 rim sherds at 30 sites in Hakata city. In Chikuzen Province,there are a number
of Toban ware mortars(in Harima Province) besides Chinese stoneware mortars. Particulariy at various sites of Hakata
city, there are a number of Chinese stoneware mortars.

There are no evidence of production sites of type [ in China for the present, while there are some evidence of
production sites of stoneware mortar with scratched comb lines on its inside surface in China. Japanese people in the
Medieval Ages found newly utilitarian for kitchen use of type I . Chinese stoneware mortars did not trade covering a
wide range in Japan, but type Il had much influence upon Japanese stoneware mortars, particularly Bizen ware
mortars, so the quality of Bizen ware mortars as commodities mightimprove in comparison with the other mortars, for
example Toban ware mortars and Tokoname ware mortars(in Owari Province). Chinese stoneware mortars were a very

important influence upon forming the Japanese Mortar Culture.
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