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Abstract H.264 employs variable block size motion compensation which supports 7 block sizes from 16x16 to 4x4. This
feature enhances coding efficiency of H.264. However it increases both the computation load for motion estimation (ME) and
the hardware complexity implementation. In this paper, we propose an ME algorithm using fast search method for variable
block sizes and 1D-DS for H.264 video coding. Fast search method for variable block sizes consists of two search methods for
the larger size block and smaller size block. The 1D-DS performs ME on large search range with low computational
complexity. The experimental result shows that the proposed algorithm provides 97% reduction of workload with Image

quality degradation of 0.1dB.
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1.1 I ®HIZ D, BIIBLEBEANLSKEZVORIHEIRELETSH
BRHEOBEBGBERGTSILERTH D H264/AVC[1] .
(LLF, H264) IREEHFKRTH S H263 X MPEG-4 H264 O& X #E Tit 16x16 B F (model)~4x4 &

Rt LBRKP2BOFSLHEREETS. LrL, £ # (mode?) ETOK/MN T 2DT 2y 7% XTOH
ODEMESHOLOOERAEARBIRRXRSIXNOKTHETH ERHENLTETHY, EL 14 EXRFEOBHEHHEE
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THRAETHS. ZhICELVEESDEEAMETER
W, DERHOBRBEENHEXRL, SbIZZELEERAN
— KO x27 TERTIZLOOEBER LERLE 25,
EDY, BERELBOREERHNBO O ICIIELK
Ty I A XL THALEBEERLHIB T 2T
By 2 RETATY R LLBERBIIBTI2EERS
IR T BTNV RLAOTERLEL 25D,

INETIZ, B 7oy 794 XBHEHEIZONT
DEREEZHBWTH7 LT R LELTEESERT
NE) ZARRBREATWED, FOELFMMHHS
TOREL-BMELY b TR HEBETHEREZITHY
BZ7NTY XLRIBITHE. ZNLDOTATY AT
HEHEERZKBICHIR T2 ZEBTEE8, AH
BRI TRE2TOTay s b4 X THXREST
SIENRDHDY, BRERBRZHIBTDIZLENTE
RV VLSIEZEZERICBWTHE, RABRERECHbETH
BERLBIEAEEERETILENS DD, Ihn
LOBRRKEARZAB TCERWT LAY XA TIHERE
HWROBHEELBHERARELER T LB TE i,

T, BERHEICBIDZHERET7ALITY T LiZHONT
REREL LT H24 BREAOBICERESLEZBHR Y
Z bv =7 [4] (JM: Joint Model) ICEHELENL T3
SHRFE (BEERERE) L 8 AH-8 HFEHERE (b
BERERE) BTN, 2ERETHHEER
BERKTHY, 8EFE-8 AFEHFEREITESHLETH
LR ERENZENE L= VLSI EE0 0
THIFYXLELTHEHARAMETHD. TZTEFET
3, RXEERLEHRICEBL, BEHEZMHESFLER
LEXKEEBRZHIBL, »oEBRBELSERELS
BHTAZLEDTERTuy /5B TATY XL ELE
BTNTY X LEMEAEGHOE VLSI A H.264 8 &
BRHE7LITY XLEEETS.

AT, 2 BIZRBET oy /BB TALTY X A%
RL,3ETHRRBRERETAIV I LA ERT S . 48T
HERELRRBREEOVIa2V—Va v BREPHEL,
SETABRXEZELDDILDOLET S,

2. 7uy /3R T Y XA

H264 OB X HETIX 7 20T a v 294 XBAE
SRTWEHMN (Fig. 1), £EToOTay 74 A4 X220
TBERHEZITI CHFCRELEERNMLEL 2D,
Fold, KERETHRICE# LTy 794 X
ERETE Iy s BETNANIT) XLBLELRD.

AETHRBRET LA 70y 58T7LTY XA
WTHHTS. 21 BiCRRRXERT oy 74 X
3572 Y XA FSLB (Fast Search method for Large
Blocks : FSLB) # &84 5. 22 SiTik/bh&k7oy
I H A4 Xizw$ BT T Y XA FSSB (Fast Search

method for Smaller Blocks : FSSB) % &84 5.
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2.1. K7y 7 & #E %k (Fast Search method
for Larger Blocks: FSLB)

Figure 2 IKHE T m v 7 4 XICL BB LD FEM
E~DHR%E2RT . Fig. 20 th# 1T R-D s # & T 1,
BEDRLRT. By FL— k, #8112 PSNR
THY, HRPELIIHDEEEVHFBLBEREAT
BT L&Y Fig. 213 IMSSHlICB W CERATRER 7
Oy 7Y A XERMBLEBEOFZTLI Iab—a
VRBRTHB. v Ial—arf kil 4 EDTable 2
LRIKRTH B.

Fig. 24V H.264 OBK T v v 44 X8 HHEIC
BTl k&hToy r4 4 XFYERFEEALE~D
FERKENZ EBGNDH. £72, VLS EEIZB VT
EhE7ay 7 IlB T8 X RIBIZEEIRERHSE
MLed, TR, BEEFTOI>OIKRERT vl
H A X (model~mode3) DL D HH, RIKER, EHE
HEOBANLHTHEN LIV, F 2 TEHFRE TIT,
model ~mode3 DEHEREEL DR LLITO Rkt
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LTFSLB%#RET 5.

FSLB (¥ model~mode3 £ TH T 1 v 7% 4 XiZx
TH57 a0y 58T ALTY XL THD. model DEKE
MV i, Fig. 3lC A I D5 mode2 D ETD7 2 v 7 A,
B, mode3 DEED T a v C,DOBNERHBIZE > T
Boncda>OMVORIZFEETDIEEZLNRD. £
Z T FSLB iX, %7 mode2, mode3 {2 & % B E FE
FEITH. KRIZ, model DEHEBEEERY THI X/ b
/Ut mode2, mode3 TOEREBEEREERE2MHOES
NAHEMN2 ML LY model DMV 2RETSH. Z =
T, TRz model FEROBEM~27 b AL (CMV)EFRT.
BHSZ PLIZL28ATHY, FRAINZ A (PMV)E
mode2, 3 DFERD TEADONZ L THREND.

FSLBIZ XY model "EHBEREREEREL 8 A0
Ty Iy FUITORIIMABIENTES.

(CMV, = PMV (1)
CMV, = MV, (2)
CMV, = MV, (3)
CMV, = MV, (4)

lcmv, = mv, (5)
CMV, =(MV, +MV,)/2 (6)
CMV7=(MV(;+MVD)/2 (7)

| CMVy = (MV, + MV, + MV, + MV,))/4 (8)

*MV : Motion Vector
*PMV : Predicted Motion Vector
*CMV : Candidate Motion Vector

A
B

C|D

mode2 mode3
Fig. 3 model DBRFHEM LB HIC
HAnwa7nys

2.2. /hTay &R R ¥ (Fast Search method
for Smaller Blocks: FSSB)

AIEc Rk o, hETa v s A Xzt
LEXWMEIT, VLS EEC BT 2RIBER F EEICT
5. FZT, AMAETIIHEMARBEER, XL UOEHE
BEEThNIRTo v /Y%A XOERE, SEEH#E
LEEFEITTEBFSSBTATY X LE2BETS.
FSSBiZ, hN&#R 7y 7% A4 X Th 5 moded,5,6,7 D

BEREE, KERT7avy 7% A4 XTH5D model,2,3
DEEBRHOBRIVAEETIZTALIYXATH .

model ~mode3 D/NHEXEREROBBETIZ, T b
mode IZFEND 4x4 BER T o v 7 OF{HIE SATD
(Sum of Absolute Transformed Difference) 1G5 Z &
MTED. 2FY, TNHD IX4SATD DME DL F %
LRT5ZET, T2TD mode ® SATD FEMfifE % &
HTHZ EBFAETHS. b, FSSB i model
~model DEFIZL>THELND SATD #FIA L T
moded~mode7 DEELXEFTT L7 VIV XLTHD
EWVWxd. ZhiX moded~7 ETOEZERXITTOTIC
SATD R *H/B oD L&KL TWS. FSSB OF
ZEEXLUFTICRT. FEFOREIEFig 4IRT. &
8x8 EiFE 7 1 » 7B} 5 moded~mode7 DENE R
PUTOFEIRTEITL moded~mode7 D MV # R ET
5.

Stepl : #&/NGF il fiE O 8
Omodel /BB REFE

model DERBRIZEENDE, F, G, HD 8x8EHE 7
2y 7% LT moded~mode7 ME& 7 v 7 D SATD
FREEL, BROFMELRET S
@mode2 D L7 u vy 7 D/ BKERRE

mode2 O LERICEENDE, GO B EHE T v
71Z% LT moded~mode7 &7 oy 7 D SATD # &
HMURNFEELsEH TS
@Omode2 DTy 7 DN KERRE

@& R4HRIZ,F,HD 8x8 EFE 7' 1 » 7 {Zxt L T SATD
FPHE LR/ MME*EHT 5.
@mode3 DAET v 7 OHKBERER

mode3 ERFBIZEENDE, FOSXSEET T v/
2%t U T moded~mode7 W& 71 v 7 ® SATD * EH
LE/NFEEEZEHTS.
OmodeI DA v 7 DN BERER

@LREHRIZGHD8EEZ 1 v 7 2% L T SATD
FREUER/DFMELEHT .
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mode1 DR mode2 70wy mode2d T 0wy
R BRE
mode3h &I OvY mode3DET IV
BRbE BRE
Fig. 4 A2 EHF TS SERKR Ty s
DAL E

Step2 : ¥ MV RE

ETOEHET 2 v 728D moded~mode7 IZ
#t L, Stepl CHOLNERNDFHEEEL*EFXDIAREEN
FRO mode DET Oy 7 ICBITAREMV L35,

J.EETNANTY X A

ABETIE, & mode ICBITHEBE NI ML OKREE
BETNITY) AL)OKEBFLEITD. 3.1 TIHEXREFR
REOEZETNIY)XALE LTREEESLERTS |1
Dimensional — Diamond Search(1D-DS){S|D i & £ D
HWALHOWVWTHATS. 3.2 TRABEBREEOREE
ToATY X AELTVLSIEHEIZEL - 35 2 FS (Full
Search : FS) OF#MEFOHEAIZHOVWTHEBTS.

. BEERBERETNVIYX L 1D-DS
AEHTIE, BREEREEORREL L TERERY
EHT B ID-DSEERTH. ID-DSHEEETEICHE
DSWEEZTALITY) XL (AEEE) O—FETHD.
ID-DS DM % Fig. SIZRT. A7 v 7 1 I IRV DOEE
BHAZHEEKOBRBILOES. X7 v 72 TEHUHA
JPAEABDOETESR 4 AOESEXEF (SAD) %
KD, BL SADD/NEWFRICERFIFAERET D.
AF v FITHRHAT v 7208V TRESNTERS
BICED> T—KRTEELITV, SADEREZH/HI W
BERDB. Z0%, AT v 7 23 2BHERYVET
TEICkY, REAERETS. LEL, —KaEH
EWT, BEMBEASREBEAThHo BRI DK
DERIZFH LY ONS. ID-DS X EEE % KIB I A
THZENFARETHS.

T

3.
Step 1 l decide initial vector I H A BN
Step 2 l decide search direction |
Step 3 I 1-dimensional search

minimum vector
[
initial vector

SAD

Coordinates

1D-DS 7T AT Y X A

Fig. §

32. MBI RBEERETNVIYXL
INEERBEERTA T XLAORLEERMN 21
RELELTIMICEESR TV 8 HFE-8 EFEERMN
BFoh 5. §EHE-EBEHERITE0.75x+0.75 B F (1/4
EHEBETEH 98 OBRFHETITOh S, 8:H65-8
EHBERIUTO oD stepiZ X VIR END.

Stepl INEERBEECBCTEEAKROAHE 8 &
ERFE
Step2 /4B FEHEEIZB VT stepl THR/ANFMEEZ S5

AT-ROEES REER

UEoRERENG, ERELEA L step.] & step.2 THEE
L1648, BbE®TI1ITROS BLE LI VIHEESL
EZ PR e RENRGHERI PLLET S,

A TIE 8T E-8IEHRFED VLSI EE BT 5
BMAZZET, TORBERLLTIS AFSICL 2/ %E
EREGRRPRETS.

3.2.1. VLSI [ % &1k

8 T f5-8 I E R T IL stepl DFER % H T step2 DIER
EERETD 2step OBIGHERTHSL. Z DD
VLSI X stepl & step2 & TRILEFRICH L 2 &
DAEYT 7 HRAEITI M, stepl OFERBIZERL -
BE#E% step2 EITHETHREFLTBLDDOX ¥ v ¥
AR BOLENRDDH. F1-, 8 H-8 I FHEFE Tid stepl
BT LAREWVE step2 OEBHHED LNV D,
ATTALy  AN—APRIDH. M2 T, H264 D/
BEEEEERTIL 6 Y v 7 - T4 NMZIZED 12 8
EERREEBERBEELBIIH TSI TSIV BE
LbRES B éEZONDED, XLATFA4 2« A b
—NIZEDBEDF A I NVITEEATE RV,

FITABTRHIEEREERRL LT FS 2%
TH5. FSHTHERAPRESTHY, SHICEED
BAAMEAES THWVWI &5 VLSI ERiIZEWWTA
A FTAL« Ab=NERBIFTZERRL, 2EIT
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JERAFELMAD I EBTEDR LN IHEEFHF-> T
L. FORY, MEREROLSICRVEHOER
WCRESRERETHD. AR TN HEEEERESR
TATYZXLELTFS 28AL, BRBERIZIESM
DEEVPREVIENOCERBLHEEY 20.75x20.5 BFE
(V4 BHEFECE358) & L1

3.2.2. ERITEE BRAIR
NEEFERRZET VT Y XLMNFS OFE, mode T
BEHRBABEN K LEZT7a vy 2, 2F YD mode B THE
BEEOERBERENPN —HLETo vy s 32 BA—0F
REITH>LICRD. 20, mode Bl TEEEEZE
ROBEP—BLIEBEILSATD BHAERTH 2 &
MTEDL., ZNICEYV N EEEREZOEHRERERE * HI
BT 2Ze&NTED. ARTRETDI 7y 7 58T
NTY ZABWTiEmodel D/ MBEIEREZETER L
7= SATD %2 & ¥ L TH ¥, mode2, F 7 id mode3 D&
Tuy s OBRKEFRER Cmodel DEREHEEXRBR
B LE7oy s 0N EEFFIZBIT S SATD B
HEEBET 5.

4. Iab—TarERBIUvESE

KETIE, 2ETHRELEZT oy 7 HETALITY XL,

SETCERELEEETALITY Xhx IMSS[HAIICELEL,
HFEILYIalb—Ya KR TREEOHES
TS, ZZTIEREELLTFS THRZ®THS T
D IM (fE3kiE 1), ID-DS #EE L IM (EkiE 2)
EYT, BREELONEREELT o7, RELEZR
Bk s 7oy rndl, BEERERE, RUAEE
FHRETN T Y X L% Table 1IZRT. 1D-DS D /35 A
— X IR FE B AS S O & # A % Hexagon Search[6] TH M
ENTVWIYPHBERSEB—OREL, —HBEZEAK
58, RKBEZRBEEZ28E L. vIalb—va
v %M % Table 210 R .

Table 1 fERELRRRBEOTALITY X A
Jov oo | BRERER] IMEIEEFRE
| PEK:E 1| SmodelFFE FS SAE-BAEER |
EkE2 || LmodeiEFE 1D-DS S-SR EIER
f15§/£ FSLB, FSSB 1D-DS 354FS
Table2 I alb— a3
JOoJr4IiL Baseline Profile
El W CIF (352x288E4 L)
JL—LL—F 30 fps
o 78_32. 36 40 (2 JL—LEZE)
| D EEFREH +16
BREHYFr & KRS
L— FEB#EIL * 2
FAI—ILEH +

TFHEALHFEOFMITEES L (BDPSNR) L B v b

L — h#84y (BDBR) TiF-7- (Table 3) [7]. b
DEF, 4 >POEHMBO QP EIZEBITAE Yy PL— B
L " PSNR DN 6 3R DOELMBEL#E, ZD RD
HRErEETEI LI TkODENSD.
BEEICBTAHF S EIL Foreman *FREBEES
{7 0.1dB BE L BELRFER L ->7-. Foreman {Z%
T 0.26dB OEHS{LMBAE L FEIX, FSSBIZ L -
T moded~mode7 DWW TOHOREEBERIERLEK L T
WABIZENERFERTHLEEZLND.
Table 3 5 LD

Sequence PEE &2 i+
BDBR[%] [BDPSNR[dB] [ BDBR[%] [ BDPSNR [dB]

Foreman 2.75 -0.14 5.40 -0.26
Mobi [e&Calendar || 0.05 0.00 1.07 -0.05
Bus .34 -0.06 3.00 -0.13
Susie .32 -0. 06 .95 -0.09
Akiyo 0.63 -0.03 .50 -0.07
F lowerGarden 0.13 -0.01 .21 -0. 06
average 1.04 -0. 05 2.35 -0. 11

ﬁ%%@#ﬁd%%&l@ﬁ%ﬁ%gﬁ(mma&
LTEHHEBERLERKERECITo. THEREED
45D QPEIZKITHAIEFEEBROFELEL L 7. &
BRI 7oy s~ Fr /7RBRERLENDBEEBZEARDRE
BROMEELTRL, ME—BEHYOEEEL |
operation & L TR L » /-,

Fig. 6i3% 7L dV XATORKEEREO®KE % 1
LT3, RRKEEEROLEBIIBWT, REEILER
E LI L 4.5%, ERE2IHLTSB%BETHERS
BB L. RXEEEOANRE L THAEREEFEOR
RICIPBEBEENIEBEMNE 2 o0, I/ EFE
FERICISAFSEZBEALTVWEREDEEEZLND

Table 43 HEKIE2 LB T A FHRERBLZ R L TE Y,
Table SIHERFEICB T2 FEYEBEEEZRL TS, F
BHEBBORBICEV T, BEBHEIIMERE 1 T8 L
2.3%~3.0%, MERIE 2L S0%REE CHEREZH
Wl £, REBECBIANMRERERIZCONT
THHEBERLIBEABBEEYHE T DL, 3228 Tk~
7235 MFSOFHFRBERABMEDOZREICLD 50%L £
DEHREBVHBENTHDEZ B0 5.

Fig. 7TH&T7AL TV XLl EHEERS L
(BDPSNR) L FHHEE (2KEEE) 2F Lo
TS5 7ThY, EFTNLIAY X LOEEELRT. 20V
77Xk, BEERIIERELICHL, BES s 0.1dB
BECIZSD, BEEY 97% U ERIET 274 Y
ALTHDHDIENND. b, BEEILISAFS
LB T T4 A b EEERERKEREHRO

RIZED, ERE2IZHLTLERAS IV EEES
LLFIZHIBT 22N TE, BEEBAHLmMTOT L
TYXLTHD.
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9.00
8.00 S s EED
= 7.00 B ABTHT Oy I HBATAITY RLLERT ALY
R 6.00 P*452% XbhuBAHrEDE VLSI AT H264 Bh& BT L=
ﬂi;gg U U XARRELE. REEMETOIM GERE ) X
K 3.00 _ | L, EHE%{% 0.05dB~0.26dB (cHi x>, FHEE
® ;00 . B3%LTFAEMLUE. £, AREED VLSI £ %
1.00 ( BEHLTHY, VLSIERICBOWTEHEEEN 2 EBT
0.00 - L ABERMTATYRATHS.
Eng 353 PERE2 REX
DEYERFR 01 2ERFR O1/4ERER | X W
D1/2ERER WI/4ERER | [1] ITU-T Rec. H.264 | ISO/IEC 14496-10 AVC, “Draft
Fig. 6 BORBR B O S8 :I:i;r{ationl:ch;tr:r:zz2gaot;'oJl:)im 3?3‘:0 Sl[:)::r::il}icatilz:?f’E
2003.
Table4 EHHBAEBRBOHLE (ERIE2) [2] Woong Il Choi, Byeungwoo Jeon and Jechang Jeong,
— oSO A, M O
Seqence  (BHERZRK|NMHMERER| =4 BLOCK SIZE,” The IEEE International Conference
B By ~ M -
F—— M—T—_ﬁﬂm__m gg()l;mgc Processing(ICIP), Vol.3, pp.371-374, Sept.

6.19
[ Mob i le&Ca lendar .45 4.10 6.15 [3] Libo Yang, Keman Yu, Jian Li and Shipeng Li, “An
Bus .10 4.0 6. 41 Effective Variable Block-Size Early Termination
Susie .39 4.70 6. 10 Algorithm for H.264 video Coding , ” IEEE
Akiyo .56 4.0 6.26 Transactions on Circuits and Systems for Video
FlowerGarden 1.17 4.70 5 8] Technology, Vol.15, No.6, pp.784-788, June 2005.
6.16

average 1.46 4.70

[4] JM 8.5, http://iphome.hhi.de/suehring/tml/.
[5] Yuichiro MURACHI, et al., “A 95 mW MPEG2

5 y MP@HL Motion Estimation Processor Core or
Table 5 FHRABO LB (RRHE) Porgble High-Resolution Video Application”, IEICE
BXZE Trans. Fundamentals, (in press)
Segence BENERER |/ BEREERE| 2K [6] ISO/IEC | ITU-T VCEG, “Fast Integer Pel and
R | EWR(H] ;ﬁ;;_%m Fractional Pel Motion Estimation for JVT,” JVT-F017,
Foreman 0.67 2.28 2.9 2002.
| Mob i le&Calendar 0.67 1.97 2.64 [7] G. Bjontegard, * Calculation of Average PSNR
Bus 0.72 2.29 3.01 Differences between RD-curves, ” ITU-T VCEG-M33,
Susie 0. 64 2.18 2.83 2001.
Akiyo 0.70 2.04 2. 74
FlowerGarden 0.60 1. 68 2.28
average 0.67 2.07 2. 74
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