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Developing Environmental Studies in East Asia

—An Image of the Future from the Perspective of the Institute of Nature and
Environmental Technology —

Kazuichi HAYAKAWA!"

Abstract

The Institute of Nature and Environmental Technology was reorganised in 2007 in order to promote
various environmental scientific and technological researches and related research networks in the area
of the Sea of Japan. However, environmental and social problems, as well as natural disasters in the

area have become more intense and diversified within a short span of time.

In order to take steps to

cope with this new situation, the institute intends to continue its research activities to develop and
promote environmental studies and to create interdisciplinary regional studies in East Asia, and

particularly in countries bordering the Sea of Japan.
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