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A Biomechanical Analysis on TUG OF WAR.

Hiroh YAMAMOTO* Shigeki KAWAHARA** Hiroshi WAKAYAMA***

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the elite Japanese male properties
during tugging movement of the rope on TUG of WAR. The games of TUG of
WAR in Japan were basically different from those in the world.

In the other words, generally TUG of WAR in the world games has held at open
air, however, so far TUG of WAR itself has spread through the country as one of
indoor games in Japan. Sixteen tuggers were employed for this experiment as
subjects, who won All Japan Championships in 1985, 1986, and 1988. In this study,
the biomechanical analysis of muscle activities (EMG) and the tugging forces of
powerhold session with their maximum efforts during 10 sec., respectively.

The major findings of present study were as follows: (1) As to EMG during
tugging movement of powerhold session, the high activities of dorsal muscle
groups were measured as compared with ventral muscle groups in lower limb.
(2) Maximum tugging forces to the fixed objects by powerhold session averaged
148.5+31.7kg. The summed force of these eight tuggers by powerhold was
1188kg in calculation. On the other hand, the force that they exerted simultane-
ously and altogether by powerhold was 792kg. Therefore, in this experiment, the
practically measured forces were lower than those to be expected in calculation
theoreticaly. It will be able to be concluded that the harmony and coordination
with each member of the team should be stressed on TUG OF WAR as a sports.

* A B5  SIRAEHETERETEMIEE (Department of Physical Education, Faculty of
Education, Kanazawa University)
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Technology)
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Fig. 2 Powerhold exercise on TUG OF WAR.
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Table 1, Physical characteristics of subjects in ~ Table 2, Physical characteristics of subjects in
TEAM A. TEAM B.
N=8 MEAN $.D. MIN. MAX. N=8 MEAN §$.D. MIN. MAX.
age age
(yrs) 26.6 3.96 20.0 31.0 {yrs) 24.3 2.29 20.0 27.0
height height
(cm) 176.1 6.29 167.0 184.0 {cm) 174.6 3.60 168.0 180.0
weight weight
(kg) 73.1 4.21 68.0 82.0 {(kg) 67.4 3.31 60.0 72.0
grip grip
strength {R) 87.3 3.71 50.0 62.0 strength (R) 54.4 4.53 48.0 61.0
(kg) (L) 54.5 4.37 50.0 60.0 {kg) (L) 50.6 2.14 48.0 54.0
back strength back strength
(kg) 136.8 14.16 119.0 162.0 (kg) 129.6 4.29 125.0 135.0
power hold power hold
{kg) 148.5 31.73 120.0 200.90 (kg) 121.0 24.35 90.0 171.0
power stroke power stroke
(kg) 185.8 36.83 132.0 232.0 (kg) 148.9 28.88 115. ¢ 208.0
Vo, max.
(1/min.) 4.08 0.771 3.04 5.71
Vo, max.
(ml/kg/min.) 54.48 7.853 43.43 69.63
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Table 3, Correlation coefficients among the experimented variables.
variables weight grip back power power
{(n=16) strength strength hold stroke
(R) (L)
* %

height .592 .204 175 .211 -.046 .337

** * % * X %%
weight .533 669 .561 .270 553

* % * *

grip (R) 772 .428 167 .501
strength ., .63 .246 592™"
back
strength -.009 .268

power hold

L1111

* Significant at 0.05 level
**% Sjignificant at 0.01 level
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Fig. 3 Force curve during power hold session of team A.
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Fig. 4 Force curve and EMG during power hold session of subject K.H. in team A.
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