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The Ontology of Space
:Geography of ‘the Unspeakable’

Koji NaxkasHiMa

Abstract

As Sayer(1985) notes, concepts of space in the studies of human geography, despite their
vast diversity, have varied between two contrastive poles of recognition. One is an absolute
concept of space, ‘spatial fetishism’, in which space is seen as an objective entity which is
independent of its constituent objects and has its own ontological autonomy. The other is a
relative concept of space in which spatial relation is just a reflection of objects which
constitute it and is ultimately reducible to them.

In this paper, we examine the former ‘spatial fetishism’ in the case of ‘theoretical and
quantitative geography’, and the latter in the case of marxist urban studies on ‘urbanism’.
Through such examination, it is disclosed that spatial relation involves an ambiguous
nature, that space can neither exist independent of constituent objects nor can reduce to
them. As So0ja(1989) points out, the structure of organized space is not a separate structure
with its own autonomous laws of construction and transformation, nor is it simply an
expression of the class structure emerging from social relations of production.

Then we discuss an implication of such spatial relation in receﬁt social theory, especially
‘structurativon theory’ of Giddens. He stresses ‘time-space constitution of social life’ as
material channel which connect an agency to the social structure(Giddens, 1979, 1984). The
continuity of everyday life depends on time-space routinizing of interaction between people
who are co-present in time and space. But the development of modern capitalism depends on
time-space stretching in global communication which enables to connect capital and labor
which are absent in time and space. In other words, the history of modern capitalism is a
process of time-space integration based on the dialectic between presence and absence.

And such re-formulation of social theory implicates a problematic which situates ‘space’s
not only into recognition of space, but into a point of contact between social theory and
ontology. So, in the last chapter, we attempt to tackle the ‘ontology of space’ on the track
of ontology of Levinas(1990, 1991).



