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H. NAKANIsHI* : Notes on the Flora of the
Chugoku District, Japan (1)

ol ol B PERFHEH-F ()

The Chugoku District, which is the western part of Honshu in Japan,
has the watersched mountain range of altitudes around 1000 m and is sor-
rounded by the Japan Sea on the north side and by the Seto-Inland Sea
on the south side. In areas on the north side, northeastern monsoon prevails
in winter and there it is cooler and more humid (14-15°C and 1600 -2000
mm). On the other hand, the climate of the south side is warmer and
shows lower precipitation (15-16 °C and 1000 -1500 mm).

The flora of this district has not been known enough except in some
sections. The present paper deals with noteworthy plants which are newly
found in this district.

The author would like to express his thanks to Prof. H. Suvzuxk: for
comments, and to Dr. H. ANDo for much help and advice.

1. Canavalia lineata (Twuuns,) DC. ( Leguminosae)

This species, which is a large procumbent herb distributed in coastal
areas of southwestern Japan, has been known in the Chugoku District from
Yamaguchi Pref. to Shimane Pref. on the side facing the Japan Sea and
from some southern localities of the Seto Inland Sea area. Here are added
the following two new localities.

New localities. Hiroshima Pref., Kure -city, Agacho, Isl. Nasake-jima,
leg. N. NAKAGOSHI (no. 567). Shimane Pref., Yatsukagun, Kashi-macho, Eto-
mo, leg. H. NaAxgaNISHI (no. 6637).

Distribution. China, Japan (Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu).

2. Chloranthus fortunei (A. Gray) SoLmo-LAUB. ( Chlovanthaceae )

This species, which is a perennial herb and comes into white blossom
in early spring, was first recorded in Japan from Okayama Pref. Its mor-
phological characters were studied by SuiNAGawa (1963.a, 1963b) and until
now its localities have been known in Okayama-, Nagasaki-, Kanagawa Pref.
and Tokyo-to. Setodacho in Hiroshima Pref. is the highest known locality

of this species in its range of Japan.
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Fig. 1. Map showing new localities of 1. Canavalia lkneata, 2.
Chloranthus fortunei, 3.Deinostema adenocaulum, 4. Elaeocarpus
japonicus, 5. Mertensia astatica, 6. Microlepia wmarginats var.
bipinnata, 7. Neolitsea sericea var. aqurata.

New locality. Hiroshima Pref., Toyotagun, Setodacho, Mt. Kannon, valley,
ca. 220 m alt., in Quercus variabilis forest, leg. H. NAKANISHI (no. 6557).
Distribution. Southern China, Japan (Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu).
3. Deinostema adenocaulum (MaxIM.) YAMAZAKI (Scrophulariaceae)
This slender hygrophytic herb, which has never been known in the Chu-
goku District, is newly found growing with Limnophila aromatica and Erioca-
ulon parvum, at an old abandoned rice-field of Kuchiwacho in Hiroshima
Pref.
New locality. Hiroshima Pref., Hibagun, Kuchiwacho, Nagata, ca. 250 m
alt., leg. H. NAKANISHI (no. 6506).
Distribution. Korea (Isl. Cheju), Japan (Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu).
4. Elaeocarpus japonicus SIEB. et Zucc. (Elaeocarpaceae)
This ever-green broad-leaved tree is distributed in southwestern Japan
and has been known in the Chugoku District only from its western part.
It was newly found in a shrine f(;rest in Kamikamagari, Hiroshima Pref.
This new locality is the easternmost in this district.

New locality. - Hiroshima Pref., Saekigun, Kamagaricho, Kamikamagari,
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Miyamori, ca. 10m alt., in Castanopsis cuspidata forest, leg. H. NAKANISHI
6555).

Distribution. China, Southwesten Japan (Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu).

5. Mertensia asiatica (TAKEDA) MACHRIDE (Borraginaceae)

This species, which is a succulent creeping herb growing on the gravelly
beach and is a character species of the Association Mertensio-Elymetum
mollis, has been known in Japan from Hokkaido and the northern Honshu
facing the Japan Sea. The Island of Oki is the southernmost locality of this
species.

New locality. Shimane Pref., Okigun (Oki Islands), Saigocho, Kuroshima,
at seashore, leg. H. NAKANISHI (no. 6688).

Distribution. Eeastern Siberia, Sakhalin, Isls. Kurile, Kamchatka, Korea,
Northern Japan (Hokkaido, Northern Honshu).

6. Microlepia marginata (Panzer) C. CHR. var. bipinnata MAKINO
( Pteridiaceae)

This is an ever-green fasciculata fern distributed in warm humid regions
of southern Japan. In the Seto Inland Sea whose climate is warm but not
humid it is rare, having been known only from Yamaguchi Pref.

New locality. Hiroshima Pref., Saekigun, Kamagaricho, Kamikamagari,
valley, ca. 80m alt., leg. H. NAKANISHI (no. 6553, 6554).

Distribution. Southern China, Southern Japan (Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu)
7. Neolitsea sericea (BLuMmE) Koipz. var. aurata HATs. (Lauraceae)

The present variety is different from the typical variety in that the
under surface of leaf has golden hairs. As mentioned by Hartusma (1969),
this character is connected with the typical form by every possible interme-
diate forms. It may be more appropriately treated as a forma. This tree
has been known in Japan only from southern Kyushu, but the author has
found it in northern Kyushu(Yobiko, Saga Pref.; Munakata, Fukuoka Pref.)
and the Oki Islands, Shimane Pref. It shows the same distribution pattern
as Lactuca lanceolata and Litsea japomica etc., which are known in Japan
from southern Kyushu via the western coast of northern Kyshu to the San-
in District.

New locality. Shimane Pref., Okigun (Oki Islands), Saigocho, Shirashima,
ca. 50 m alt., Fusemura, Mt. Washigamine, ca. 450m alt., leg. H. NAKA-
NISHI (no. 6007, 6056, 6086).

Distribution. Southern China, Southern Japan (Honshu, Kyushu).

Literature



April 1975 The Journal of Geobotany Vol. XXII No. 4.

Hatusima, S. 1969. On some species of the Lawuraceae from Japan and Tai-
wan. Journ. Geob. 17 : 105-107.
Hivama, K. 1962. Miscellany from Makino Herbarium. Journ. Jap. Bot. 37 :
125-127.
MasaMUNE, G. & N. Satomr 1963. Shodojima no Shokubutsu (Flora of Sho-
dojima). 69 pp. Kanazawa
NanBa, S. 1972. Chloranthus fortunei and Adoxa wmoschatellina in Okayama
Pref. Shokubutsu-saishu-nyusu (News of Plant collection) 62 : 35.
Onwi, J. 1965. Flora of Japan. (Revised edition) 1560 pp. Tokyo
SHiNAGawA, T. 1963 a. Notes on Chloranthus Fortunei (A. GrRay) SoLms of
Isl. Iki. Journ. Jap. Bot. 38 : 29-31.
1963 b. Supplement notes on Chloranthus Fortunei (A. GRAY)
Sorms of Isl. Iki. Journ. Jap. Bot. 38 : 30-32.
1964. New localities of Chloranthus fortunei. Journ. Jap. Bot.
39 : 265.
SuciMoTo, J. 1965. Keys to herbaceous plants of Japan. I Dicotyledoneae.
832 pp. Osaka
WapacHi, K. 1958. Climate of Japan. 492 pp.. Tokyo
i =
1. nNTF oA BERNBEX CEHERICMLNTWEZT Th- 1225, RRENIKIC L
ST EBRAHEETRAS AL, PERE CTRAEOILBIIBRES TH L, EED
EBREARMEGHEZTRVIRL 2,
2. 2EEPYIXH NTTHLNTVEEME, BLE REE, FIR, BRE
DAME TH-72d, HricEERERMEFEE (E0B) TRAETAENTEL,
3. TNNIHTEIHSS HEMS T, BEF L oY, LB R ILER O AE X
HOmWEHBTRERL 72,
4. ARVEF PELF THLOE L EBRERICZOSEHEM LN T2, REBR
(AR TR A ET_L AN B = i o) f LRl b A 3 AR THEERL 2.
5. neRyELYY KiELEES, L BRBANLZETEET THML TWE I LA
LNT72h, BRBISIKHESET B0 E CHARERL 2, FENEREERTHS,
6. IOV ITELLY BEAEBRTEAFNMIEBLVWETIEZVWY, RENSL WEF
WK T2 2N g CIWOBLSMSIERRATH - 72, KB REREEAR LA &8 TH
ELTWwEDERDIT,
7. %y as¥E FTERABEITEXEUNMECAMLN Ty, EBFORERC
FAUTEREBRIEEEICIE A (v L, LMD LBRBICH T THar L4 LT,
o TRY T F eI ERL LI ICTUNEEE LD ICIUBHRT E TOWT
LBl 5,





