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From fairest creatures we desire increase,

That thereby beauty’'s rose might never die,
But as the riper should by time decease

His tender heir might bear his memory:

But thou, contracted to thine own bright eyes,
Feed'st thy light’s flame with self-substantial fuel,
Making a famine where abundance lies,

Thyself the foe, to thy sweet self too cruel:
Thou that art now the world’s fresh ornament
And only herald to the gaudy spring

Within thine own bud buriest thy content,

And, tender churl, mak’st waste in niggarding:
Pity the world, or else this glutton be-

To eat the world’s due, by the grave and thee.
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Unthrifty Loveliness, why dost thou spend
Upon thy self thy beauty's legacy?

Nature's bequest gives nothing, but doth lend,
And being frank she lends to those are free:
Then, beauteous niggard, why dost thou abuse
The bounteous largess given thee to give?
Profitless usurer, why dost thou use

So great a sum of sums, yet canst not live?
For having traffic with thyself alone

Thou of thyself thy sweet self dost deceive:
Then how when nature calls thee to be gone-
What acceptable audit canst thou leave?

Thy unus’d beauty must be tomb’d with thee,
Which used lives the_executor to be.
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Then were not summer’s distillation left

A liquid prisoner pent in walls of glass,

Beauty's effect with beauty were bereft,

Nor it nor no remembrance what it was.

But flowers distill'd, though they with winter meet,
Leese but their show: their substance still lives sweet.
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Then let not winter’s ragged hand deface

In thee thy summer ere thou be distill’d:

Make sweet some vial; treasure thou some place
With beauty’s treasure ere it be self-kill’d:
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Make thee another self for love of me,
That beauty still may live in thine or thee. (My italics)
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When / do count the clock that tells the time,

And see the brave day sunk in hideous night;

When I behold the violet past prime,

And sable curls o’er-silver'd all with white; (My italics)
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But from thine eyes my knowledge I derive,

And, constant stars, in them I read such art

As truth and beauty shall together thrive

If from thy self to store thou wouldst convert:
Or else of thee this I prognosticate:-
Thy end is truth's and beauty’s doom and date.
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When I consider every thing that grows
Holds in perfection but a little moment,
That this huge stage presenteth nought but shows
Whereon the stars in secret influence comment;
When I perceive that men as plants increase,
Cheered and check’d even by the selfsame sky,
Vaunt in their youthful sap, at height decrease,
And wear their brave state out of memory:
Then the conceit of this inconstant stay
Sets you most rich in youth before my sight,
Where wasteful time debateth with decay
To change your day of youth to sullied night;
And all in war with Time for love of you,
As he takes from you I engraft you new. (My italics)
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Shall I compare thee to a summer’'s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date:
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,

And often is his gold coplexion dimm’d,

And every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance or nature's changing course untrimm'd:
But thy eternal summer shall not fade

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st,

Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:



So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.
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Devouring Time, blunt thou the lion's paws,

And make the earth devour her own sweet brood;
Pluck the keen teeth from the fierce tiger's jaws,
And burn the long-liv'd phoenix in her blood;
Make glad and sorry seasons as thou fleets,

And do whate’er thou wilt, swift-footed Time,
To the wide world and all her fading sweets:
But I forbid thee one most heinous crime:-

Oh carve not with thy hours my love's fair brow,
Nor draw no lines there with thine antique pen;
Him in thy course untainted do allow

For beauty’s pattern to succeeding men.

Yet do thy worst, Old Time: despite thy wrong
My love shall in my verse ever live young.
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Stephen Booth, ed., Shakespeare’s Sonnets (Yale University Press,
1977), p.141.

Oh that you were your self! but, love, you are

No longer yours than you yourself here live; (My italics)
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BUBhoRcoizERTWANEGDOT Lo (V2 v FISE, 1-2/7)

Oh none but unthrifts, dear my love you know:

You had a father,—let yourson say so. (My italics)

5%, BBRF T THEY, TOBTBAX.

Bicbildnic, BORFIRLESEDERLEL, (VX FI3H, 13-14F)
John Dover Wilson, ed., The Sonnets (Cambridge University Press, 19
66), p.108 ickhif, Y24 2RAET7R, YF=—0D [PXbOT720,RF
S 26/ICt Y FEBTWEL LY,

. BoETHHL, 10/FBD “constant”icit., XFEEBOOLSEDINIC, MREN

(faithful, true)| EWS RN THB LN TWS, OED.,constant, 2 £,



