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Specialist Pain Treatment and Supportive Communication by Anesthesiologists

Keisuke YAMADA, Chisui MUKAWA, Ken YAMAMOTO

Department of Anesthesiology, Kanazawa University Hospital

The involvement of anesthesiologists with the palliative care team of Kanazawa University Hospi-

tal is discussed. Cooperation between professionals from many disciplines is indispensable for treat-

ment of total pain in cancer patients. In conducting specialist pain treatment, such as intravenous pa-

tient-controlled analgesia(PCA), intrathecal analgesia, and ultrasound-guided peripheral nerve block,

anesthesiologists cooperate with other doctors, including psychiatrists, to ease bone tumor pain, as

well as the other physical and psychiatric symptoms of cancer patients. Supportive communication is

important to treat spiritual pain. Anesthesiologists can strengthen mutual communication with other

healthcare professionals by having the right attitude and obtaining the skills related to supportive

communication. Education for medical students to help them understand the significance of palliative

medicine is also important.

Key Words : Intrathecal analgesia, Intravenous patient-controlled analgesia (PCA), Spiritual pain, Sup-

portive communication, Total pain

The Journal of Japan Society for Clinical Anesthesia Vol.32 No.1, 2012



