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Sex Differences on the Task of Continuous Word Association

in Terms of Response Frequencies

Sukigara,M., and Nakagawa,A.

Kanazawa Medical University

College students (419 males and 373 females)
were asked to write associates as many as pos-
sible for each one of 30 stimulus words in one
minute. Analysis of their responses led the
following results.

(1) Females reported more associates than

males.

(2) Spearman’s correlation obtained from

rank-orders of common associates in each
sex ranged from .92 to .47.

(3) The associates with sexually different

frequencies seem to be the ones that re-

flect the sex difference in wording, in-

terest, habits, and sex-related attributes.

(4) Females reported more adjectives with af-
fective connotation than males.

(5) The patterns of the relation between re-
sponse order and it's frequency did not
vary with sex.

(6) There were a few response words which
appear in only one sex.

Discussions are directed to the sex difference

in assoclative process and the usefulness of

continuous word-association procedures in clin-

ical situations.



