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Eruption Age of Tephra Layer Inferred from AMS *C Dates of Paleosol
Mitsuru OKUNO

Abstract

To establish the chronology of volcanic eruptions, AMS *C dating mainly of soil samples closely

relating to tephra layers were perfoi'ined. This paper point out that non-disturbed fallout tephra

layers can indicate good depositional conditions of the soil layers (eg. continuity of soil

‘accumulation, non-existence of bio-turbation), and can be a barrier to prevent movements of soil

organic matter along the profile. The C/N ratio can be a promising indicator of the soil de-

composition.

Key words : AMS C date, soil organic matter, fallout tephra, eruption age
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WHITISZ S TKIIEKIL, TOEYTHHHRR
MEHTICTR SN CND, ThbRBRL B
L DMAILTHNDKILDBEKEIY, KR =
R BOFFREKSEDRIL - BROT D OEREE
B&nD, BB, BENTEE L R
FREFAERBIEIC L > TRIB 2 LN TE B,
Libby (1955) 1z ko CHZ S CAERBIERE
i3, BAEEOTERIOREE xR LT A ERRIEED
FTIIRLEETE I HFED 1 >TH5, AlERE
L& AV SRBRILAIE, KR Ohic
ET38, EZTHLREO»BLOTIRN, kFk
R, HBHEL M LRENTHIDTER
HERREICH EVEE, e, KRRy
DRIEAR Y, REWHE (accidental material)
ELTRYRAENDDT, WAL - TREOMH
RBBIL LTz L 2R TE R, BTT 7511,
WL AT B8, HERHUIARZR TS L

EBEL, RIERRIEEAERLRRN, 25
T, #2851 X > THEssEIc e Lz
RO CERIIERTH S & S T3 (Orlova
and Panychev, 1993). 77 SETOHELEA
LR OHRE N & DD CEIEICEBE L2 b0 Th
D, TOVCEMTEAERERTLTND bOLH
rEhD, EEHRIIICRBNBZOT, M0k
WEEDEREJETIZ LBAHETHS, &
i, HEBROKRE Wiln, BHHAEON
1/1000) TRIEFTREZIEEEEMT (AMS) &
ERHWT, 77 5ETOLEOMCEROERE
DWTHRTLTWS (Okuno ef al, 1996). &%
T, EUNDBRINT S ORI 3 FEROT 7
FIZEREYT 21 CEMEER L, TR O CaENR
DEFECOVNTER TS,

I EEHFEREFEOFIE
BHETIX, 777 ORFREN L HERILOBE
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BHWF L7, BEOREL LAOBEORRC
L o>TERSN TV B TS S 5. 1AL VEER
WCHEHEEID BioTett, TE B D BIOIRIE (B
B2 CHEB R LI,

BRI LRI I5 L LT FTEEME A B 1),

%%mswf%%ﬂqzi D%y%bfco ARl

Uteotiiig 30 8720 Tib 5. MR ¥ R TR B
Wk, B CHEERIEE L, REESRSE
T2o ZOH M HENEIOGUm DSEDINEFER LIS
OERNTUT OB ER o7 (BEF, 1995), £,
L.2MEDER 2R - 2[8) TREEER, 1.2
HEOKERT b)Y AKEATK. (R 1R - 1ED
TTNL YA ERE L. SHICL.2REDE
MO BT o Tcth, REAKTHRIBELESRLT
T2 VESEBR. 7a—IVOREBLIVUE
FEEFCNa—F— @IFE, MT-700) ickb
HE L, ba—3Iy (REEK2mg) ZE{LH,
BT LU L dtic A 2 VEIREEHE L,
# 2 BERROS0CITMEA L TE L e RBEREEF A
RTREL T CO: 2457, —HOoREHL, 7oALY
TR T AR IR L i RICBIERR 2R
MUTpHILFEL, L7 IV (HA) 2
B Lz, AU, BE—T v b U — B 21T -
7o, Bbhviz HA LRACARR 2B veR & 3 288
AL, #2RH950°CITBE L TRAE LKA LR
B CO: Bz, Zhbd CO 2AWT, Kita-
gawa et al. (1993) OARBTEICIVISF77
A "—Fy FERERILT, 723, CO: D—&its
BLTRERERESHE (Finnigan MAT #8,
MAT-252) 12X 3.6"Ceps EDRIEILHE LT,

P Lo X — 7y MTOWT, AlBRFEAH
EEERGEE v 7 —DF UF b e IERRE RS
# (Nakamura et al, 1985 ; 59 - th3f, 1988)
X W UCERBPRIE Lz, " CEEDEERIZIL
NBSE# (SRM-4990) ZHAV7=. -

Sz-Ts (P1)
) Sz-An (P2)
Sz-Bm (P3)
Sz-Tn (P4)
Sz-P6
paseas Sz-Tk2 (P7)
4 Sz-P8

) Sz-Sy (P11)
Ymn
)} Sz-Ub (P12)

Sz-Tk6 (P17)

| Ito

AT tephra

Fig. 1 Summary section of tephra layers for
the past 30,000 years at northern Osumi
Peninsula (not to scale).

Two types of symbols for each Sz tephra are
cited (Kobayashi, 1986 ; Moriwaki, 1994), except
for Sz-P6 and P8 (Kobayashi and Ezaki, 1996).
The K-Ah is a co-ignimbrite ash fall deposit
from' Kikai caldera (Machida and Arai, 1978).
The Ynm under the Sz-Sy (P11) is a scoria fall
deposit ‘from Yonemaru maar. The distinc-
tive soil horizon (Lds) under the Sz-S (P14) is
regarded as a loess-derived soil (Naruseé ef al .,
1994). The Tkn Bs is Takano base surge deposit
erupted from Aira caldera (Kobayashi, 1986).
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Table 1 AMS **C dates of the Sakurajima tephra group (modified from Oktino et al, 1966b)

*Loc. **Stratigraphic ~ Material C N C/N *§PCups “Cdate .Lab no.
position ‘ (%) (%) ratio (%o0) (yr BP) (NUTA)
8 Below Sz-An © Paleosol 11.15 044 252 -174 200470 4072
4. BelowSz-An Paleosol  14.84 0.68 219 -225 2204100 4135
11 Below Sz-An Paleosol 9.82 035 278 -17.2 320+70 3782
3 In Sz-Bm Charcoal - - - -24.4 500470 4367
16 Below Sz-Bm Paleosol 17.71 042 422 -221.° 67070 4357
14 Below Sz-Bm ~ Paleosol 18.19 0.67 27.2 -168 680+ 70 4136
11  Below Sz-Bm Paleosol  12.25 041 301 -15.2 930+£70 4073
8  Below Sz-Tn Paleosol 1.61 011 143 236 1000480 4079
7  Below Sz-Tn Paleosol 1.75 009 200 -27.4 1160+60 4009
4  Below Sz-Tn Paleosol 031 - nd. - -25.0 121090 4148
7 ~ Below Sz-P6 Paleosol 1.29 0.16 82 -28.2 3430+90 4399
12 Below Sz-Tk2  Charcoal — — — -29.1 4250+70 4017
4  Below Sz-Tk2  Paleosol 045 nd — -26.7 4190+ 70 4124
7 BelowSz-Tk2  Paleosol 035 003 112 -270 4250470 4008
10 Below Sz-Tk2  Paleosol 12.64 024 529 -22.7 4740+90 4318
4  Below Sz-P8 Paleosol 0.76 0.10 74  -26.2 5690+100 4398
11 Below K-Ah Paleosol 1.27 011 120 -24.1 394080 . 4078
10 Below K-Ah Paleosol 2.49 n.d. - -22.9 6460+90 4333
4  Below K-Ah Paleosol 234 011 217 -16.5 672080 4150
11 Below Sz-Sy Paleosol 046 004 120 -253 6480+ 80 3758
16 Below Sz-Sy Paleosol 1.88  n.d. - -22.2 7740£110 4237
15 Below Ynm Charcoal - - - -27.0 7480+ 80 4300
11  Below Sz-Ub Paleosol 118 005 238 -20.7 7950+ 80 3757
8  Below Sz-Ub Charcoal — — — -26.0 8350+70 3943
11 Above Sz-Tk3  Paleosol 3.05 019 161 -19.7 7770+ 70 4080
5  Above Sz-Tk3  Paleosol 1.66 007 230 -19.7 804080 3940
5 . Below Sz-Tk3  Paleosol 8.07 026 315 -21.7 9240480 3875
9  Below Sz-Tk3 - Paleosol 6.02 029 205 -219 9340+90 4036
8 Below Sz-Tk3 ~ Paleosol 599 018 328 -20.6 9400+ 1000 4235
8 Below Sz-Tk3  Charcoal - — — -26.8 9540+90 4035
11 Below Sz-Tk3  Paleosol 508 014 360 -23.1 9890+ 80 3756
2 In Sz-S Charcoal — — — -23.8 { 10,670+100 4634
: 11,050+120 4642
11  Below Sz-S Paleosol 552 023 244 227 10,910+80 3874
5  Below Sz-S Paleosol 356 015 231 -21.4 (11,280+80 3878
{11,330-_L-9O 4025
9  Below Sz-S Paleosol 216 010 210 -20.7 11,660+100 3868
1 BelowSz-S Paleosol 516 018 294 -19.5 11,850£90  3561*
1  Below Sz-S PaleosoLHA — - — . -204 11,17080 3548%*
1 1m below Sz-S Paleosol 542 020 294 213 12,110+90 3595%
5 Below Lds Paleosol 1.81 014 132 222 14,520+90 4356
13 Above Tkn Bs Paleosol 091 007 127 -21.6 15,170+160 4689

I KFBEBIACORE3FERDTISERE
KEEBERAERIC IS 28R 3 FEMDT 7 5 BF

% Fig. LITRT, ZRbDF 751, 12 ALRE

RANT FEIRETHD. #124,500yr BP (A,

1995) {Zi3, KBETEE (0sP), EBRKRE

(Tm), AFKRE (Ito) 2 LB AR
BZ -7z (Kobayashi ef.al, 1983 ; Aramaki,
1984 ; Nagaoka, 1988). RAFIBDIHE IR ETE
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Table 1 AMS *C dates of the Sakurajima tephra group (cont.)

*Loc: **Stratigraphic =~ Material C N C/N *§2Cepp “Cdate Lab no.
position (%) (%) ratio (%) (yr BP) (NUTA)

5" Above Sz-Tk4  Paleosol 265 012 227 -251 17,910+110 4350

9 In Sz-Tk4  Charcoal - - = (-25) 21,260+£200 4323

5 - BelowSz-Tk4  Paleosol 143 009 157. -23.4 20,490+150 3869

9  Below Sz-Tk4  Paleosol 0.61 nd. — -21.1 23,390+160 4397

6 Below Sz-Tk5  Paleosol 0.44 0.05 83 -21.1 17,640190 3937

6 In Sz-Tk6  Charcoal - - - -25.3  22,610+140 3938

9 - Below Sz-Tk6  Paleosol 1.97 009 221 -203 { 21,130+£170 3788

' 21,240+120 3755

*

1 : Kagoshima Univ. (Shimoarata camp.), 2 : Yoshino, 3 : Kurokami River, 4 : Forestry road

of Kagoshima Univ. (Takatoge entrance), 5 : Takatoge south, 6 : Forestry road of Kagoshima
Univ,, 7 : Dakeno north, 8 : Dakeno south, 9 : Kamifuruzono, 10 : Harabeppu, 11 : Uwaba Park,
12 : Maetoko Archaeological Site, 13 : Fukaminato, 14 : Makinohara, 15 Fujibeizakadan Archaeo-

logical Site, 16 : Goma
** Gee Fig. 1
#  §13C value in parenthesis is assumed
## Data from Okuno et al (1996a)

Table'2 AMS *C dates of the Aira Tn tephra (AT)

*Loc. **Stratigraphic =~ Material C N C/N  §%Cup  “Cdate Lab no.
position (%)~ (%) . r1atio (%o0) (yr BP) (NUTA)
6 In Tto Charcoal - - — 244 24,240+250  2563*
2 In Ito Wood - — - <257 24,270+210 4635
1 In Tm Charcoal = - — -25.1  24,780+200 4299
4 In. Tr Charcoal — - - <253 24,710+170 4017
5 In OsP Charcoal - — — — 243 24,790+350  2564*
3 Below OsP Paleosol 143 008 173 -17.3 25,710+330 4682
3 Below OsP  PaleosoLHA — — - -17.4  24,400+160 4828

*

** Gee Fig. 1
# Data from lkeda et al (1995)

SRR Tn KL, AFKEC L b25%BTA
WK TH3 ETH - $iH, 1976), = O—BEOREKIT
LB KRHHTEN O THEETn 777 (AT)
& x5 (BTH - F3, 1992). AT 77 7 OFMIC,
K& (OtP), % (FmP), £3% (Kn) ©3
MOBBINTZBEOT 7 78R/ DbND
(Nagaoka, 1988 ). #E:XkIiE, AT 77 7 DR
HENRICRE LTIe VT BT (@I, 1978), &
NT TR 5. RIEBEIROBRAREE, /W
(1986) X V17E (P 1~P17) BRISh, KB
BT ELON, F (1994 ek vl

1: Aira 1.C, 2 : Koyamada, 3 : Fukaminato, 4 : Uratan, 5 : Takasu, 6 : Sakoma

BREINTNS, #R»D 481, K (19144F),
ok U779, U (47148, K (76445) O
KECFRITRIIG (@I, 1978 ; /b, 1982),

V #REER

“CEMRSE# Table 1~ Table 3173 ERE
V195040 bl - e BT, FOEHICIE
Libby O¥:EEA55686E% iV iz, 3D §°Crpr fE
ERWCRMESZREBE L (PHIED,
1994), JIERREIT, “COFEEEE L LSV TL
BiEEE (10) ©RLE, BERBOT 75 DFER
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Table 3 AMS *C dates of pre-AT tephras

“C date
(yr BP)

CN 5 °Cos
ratic  (%o)

Lab no.
(NUTA)

*Loc. **Stratigraphic = Material C
position (%)

1 Below Kn Paleosol 0.35
2 Below Kn Paleosol 0.36
1 Below FmP  Paleosol 0.33
2 Below FmP  Paleosol 0.35
4 Below FmP Paleosol 0.17
4 Below FmP -~ Paleosol,LHA —
3 Below ‘FmP -~ Paleosol 1.02
4 Below OtP Paleosol 0.53
4 Below OtP  Paleosol,HA —
1 Below OftP Paleosol 0.91

0.05 7.1 203
0.05 7.1 -16.0
0.06 56 -19.8
0.02 78 -195

006 165 -19.1
0.06 94 214

0.09 9.8 -20.6

25,280+210 4511
25,350+180 4875
23,600+-200 4504
26,400+210 4894
26,350+£250 4837
27,880+210. 4830
29,400+£330 4681
27,990£270 4836
29,060+230 4829
29,830+290 4505

- -21.6

- -19.5°

- -22.2

* 1 : Tsumaya, 2 : Kenashino, 3 : Fukaminato, 4 :- Ukitsu

**  See Fig:i 1
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Flg 2 Relation of C date and C/N ratio of
paleosol - samples (humin  fraction).
Solid circles represent unacceptable
dates which are younger than those
inferred from their stratigraphic posi-
tions. Data are cited in Tables 1~3.

&, Pearson and Qua (1993) @ﬁmﬁﬁ
# vz CalibETH (Niklaus, 1991 ; Niklaus
et al, 1992) X o TBERITRIE LTz (Table
4). BONERIEL, TAHObDIREEZYE
DL TIHERI D Z &b, EDREALIIRER
borELLND, T, 777V avitkoTHC
EAEIRRERFEL RITEH 0K B, ZOZEICHR
A B2 (NUTA-3561 & 3548, Table

1/NUTA-4682% 4828, Table 2/NUTA-4837
& 4830, NUTA-4836 & 4829, Table 3).
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Fig. 3 Relation of **C date and C % of paleo-
sol samples (humin fraction).
Data are cited in Tables 1~3.

TR (b 2 — I V) DIRSE/BHRI(C /N 1)
LUCERMBOBREE 2HICRT. C/NHik
5~53DEHICH Y, FRBELRDEERBNHOD
B2 R BEAREDLNG, B BT 7 58

(REFIZ D, 1995) LEHSIC, b 2—3I VD C/N
10TV DIZREAL & B L TEVWME R
L8535 (NUTA-4078, 3987, Table 1./ NUTA-
4504, Table 3). ZOERMEDOFIE L, C/N ik
POHUWELT, KOO T2 < HEhOME
MTER LTCEWREDBRAPRETHS L&D
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Fig. 4 Relation of *C date and §'°C value of
humin and humic acid fractions of
paleosol samples around Aira caldera.
Data are cited in Tables 1~3.

N3, 72720, C/NHEBINENSDRTRTE
BT bt Titiavy (Fig. 2), b a—3 VDR

RER (C%) L“CHEMEDBRE Fig. 31077

RRERIT0.1~20%DOHBHY, C/NKLR

RICERPE L R2IEEBN D OB RBEMRN

Hbhd, HERE (b2—I VT IVE) D&

CELM CEREDBERE % Fig. 417 F, 6'°CE,
BB ER E DBRITA BNV, H<ARBIT

L7l o T—21%AHRIBBR LTS E DIt h A

%%, TEEEID P CEDIEE SN % Fig. 5 IR
T, SBCHEIE—21%ABE%2 Y —2 £ LT, 17~

29%0 L K31 2% DEENEE b o T D,

Sz-Tk3 (P13) E L& Sz-Ub (P12) DET®
EAAEIZIIE 8000yr BP ThY (Table 1), Sz-
Tk3 & Sz-Ub icEn iz g8 (EX40cm) O
EREETHTEREICEIRD bhen. —F,
Sz-Tk3 B T O A-BOFHSEIL 9300~9900yr BP
T (Table 1), ELOERELERICERD. &
DZ L3, 777 OHEFHIC X Tl Uiz 8055
SRITRY, BEE TEORESESSN WD
&R, P L, HEOHERRIBIZ Lo TIT AL
DEWVERORERER T2y, BiTLk
BT EEREON B S LB, Bz
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Fig. 5 Frequency distribution of 8'°C values
of paleosol.
Data are cited in Tables 1~3.

¥, B3BAE® Sz-Bm (P3)E T 930+70yr BP

(NUTA-4073) #EIE L7z/BEARIZ1032—1171
4G (Table 4), Eiogkb HIEE SHBER (1471
F) KV400EEEH Y, ZZiTitSz-Tn (P4) 28
DAET, EOTAMD Sz-Tk2 (P7) bAHRTH
BERLIAV, TOZ ki, Sz-Tk2 ORHEICE,
BB (77718 SEFEICHRELUho7s
LERLTEY, TuOHEchkLioEvWEEY
PRA LA E X B,

THEOV CEMREDRERELT 7 7 DETHEI
HEELTWB LEZ BND, BAERE X VEES
HBITiE, BEETT 7 IMEL W58
EPORE (8 28T 24ERDS,

vV shYylz

ARETI, WBINTF 5 OBE 3 HEMOT 75
IR 5 CERES b, HERBIO" CERDE
P ONTER LTz, ZORE, BbhicFE
377 5B/ LR T, TUFOETEEER
TIHENERRERDZ LD, FT7SOHETL-
THBOMREHRPRIL, TEECERESNZLO
EEZ bnie, B C/ N EiEREDEH
BEiHET &N L Dz b &L bz, 38,
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Table 4 Calibrated *C dates for historical eruptions of the Sakurajima volcano

*Historical Material *C date Cal range AD/ Lab no.
date (yr BP) probability (%) (NUTA)
An-ei (AD1779) Paleosol 200+70 1652-1687 (25.3) 4072
1732-1827 (74.7)
An-ei (AD1779) Paleosol 220+100 1522-1553 (12.7) 4135
1638-1689 (27.3)
1725-1841 (60.0)
An-¢i (AD1779) Paleosol 320+70 1481-1567 (59.0) 3782
1578-1606 (17.4)
1620-1656 (23.6)
Bunmei (AD1471)  Charcoal 500+70 1310-1335 (14.4) = 4367
1393-1472 (85.6)
Bunmei (AD1471)  Paleosol 67070 1282-1313 (32.2) 4357
: 1334-1394 (67.8) ‘
Bunmei (AD1471)  Paleosol 68070 1275-1310 (36.1) 4136
1335-1393 (63.9)
Bunmei (AD1471)  Paleosol 93070 1032-1171- (100.0) 4073
Tenpyo (AD764) Paleosol 100080 972-1060 (54.8) 4079
1076-1129 (28.4)
1131-1161 (16.8)
Tenpyo (AD764) Paleosol 1160160 821-846 (15.3) 4009
851-967 (84.7)
Tenpyo (AD764) Paleosol 1210+ 90 712-749  (16.3) 4148

751-898  (76.0)
917-926 (3.8)
948-957 (3.9)

* Based on historical documents

WRRANT T OKEOFE, R THRETST
EThS.

B o
ARENL, BEERERES AR R iR
HI LTS R S D— i C b B, BRRIC
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FIAe RS (RBIRTSEEERNE, 600002051) %
FER L,
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* (199) : AN, MEINLT 7ERBOKERET
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BT 75 (1995) : HHBOMER“CERIT L B
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