Process of Disability Acceptance associated with
Job Retention for Persons with Traumatic Higher
Brain Dysfunction in adolescence
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Process of Disability Acceptance associated with Job Retention for
Persons with Traumatic Higher Brain Dysfunction in adolescence

Setsuko Tsukahara, Masami Hasegawa®

Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate the process of how persons
concerned, who acquired traumatic higher brain dysfunction in adolescence, are
accepting their dysfunction through their job retention after their accidents.
Method: The Brain Injury Self-help Organization (an association for the disabled
and their families) were asked to introduce the persons concerned who are working,
and the range of data collection covered the process of getting their present job
after being discharged from the hospital and what they think of keeping their job
in the future. This is a qualitative and descriptive research study using a Kinoshita
modified version of the Grounded Theory Approach (hereafter referred as to “M-
GTA")

Result: As a result, seven persons were selected as analytically focused persons.
As a result of repeatedly scrutinizing the data, the analytical theme of this research
was decided as “Process from first job acquisition of persons with traumatic higher
brain dysfunction in adolescence after being discharged from the hospital to their
present job retention.”

In the process, nine categories were chosen after the analysis. There was
[Conflict between the recognition of one's own dysfunction and others] as a core
category, and in the first job acquisition, there was [Anger that cannot be
controlled] against [No place for oneself] and [Unfair treatment of the disabled].
However, their consciousness was changed by [Support from the existence of a
third party] into [Challenging oneself for building self-confidence] and then [Securing
one's own job style]. Being aware of oneself, who cannot do well, they were
accepting their own disability and [Aspiring for a society where the disabled are
accepted]. Meanwhile, because they could not manage the money that they had
earned, the process of [Managing money can not independence] became clear.
Conclusion: It was suggested that support from the existence of a third party
changed the awareness of persons with higher brain dysfunction is largely triggered
by [Support from the existence of a third party]. And through their job
experience, they managed to accept their own disabilities.



