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Community Assessment in the Undergraduate Nursing Curriculum
Kazuko Saeki, Teruhiko Kido, Keiko Tsukasaki, Rumiko Kimura

ABSTRACT

This article describes the theoretical framework and teaching methods utilized by nurse
educators to teach community nursing assessment in integrated nursing programs designed
for general nurses and public health nurses. In Japan, changing social needs are having an
effect on community health services. The nursing education curriculum must to change to
assist public health nurses to excel in their changing roles. In North America, the
"Community as Partner Model" was used to clarify the concepts of community health nurs-
ing and applied health promotion. This model is useful for education and practice. There
are three main tasks in the development of a community assessment model. They are: to
identify a community health nursing philosophy and concept ; to establish specific commu-
nity nursing diagnosis; to develop an education method that meshes university and commu-
nity goals. Advanced community assessment should be taught in graduate nursing
programs.
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