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Provision of cancer examinations to workers
in Ishikawa prefecture companies

Kinuko Omori, Teruhiko Kido, Keiko Tsukasaki, Katsuyuki Miura, Yuko Morikawa,
Hideaki Nakagawa, Syunichi Kawano, Masami Nishi

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to determine which cancer screenings are currently being
provided to the employees of all companies in Ishikawa prefecture with more than 50 em-
ployees. Questionnaires were sent to 1,237 companies, with 36.4% of these companies re-
sponding to the survey. An examination for the detection of at least one cancer was
provided by 19.9% of all the companies which replied to the survey, or considerably less
than the national average of 36.4%. Of those companies which provided a cancer screen,
41% provided a test for colon cancer, 39% for stomach cancer, and 20% for uterus and
breast cancer. Some of the companies which provided the stomach and colon cancer tests
only made them available to certain age groups ; however, the respondents did not state
which ages were provided with these tests. The companies which provided a test for lung
cancer made it available to all employees while the companies which provided tests for
uterus and breast cancer made them available to all employees who requested them. Two
primary reasons were given by companies for not provided cancer screenings. About 50%
of the companies felt that the test would not be legal and about 30% stated that their em-
ployees had not requested cancer screenings. All workers should be strongly encouraged to
utilize either the cancer screenings provided by their company or, if that is not available,
they should be encouraged to take advantage of the testing provided by their local govern-

ment.



