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Abstract

[t is well known that early malignant changes of the cervix are found almost
exclusively in the columnar epithelial site of the squamocolumnar junction (SCJ),
where a proliferation of reserve cells occurs much more predominantly than
in other sites of the cervix irrespective of the presence of cervical cancer.
Proliferating reserve cells tend to transform into squamous epithelium with a
variable degree of differentiation, sometimes exhibiting malignant changes. In
the present experiment detailed worphological observation of the metaplastic
cells arising from reserve cells in the SC] was made.

Squamous metaplasia in the SC] was noted in 200 casesout of 520 cases of
the cervix without the presence of malignant changes and classified into 3 types
: immature, intermediute and mature type. Intermediate type was subdivided into
3 types, namely, metaplastic, double layers and prickle cell types. There was
no correlation between a degree of frequency of each type of the metaplastic
cells in the SCJ and age distribution or reproductive period. Intermediate type
was predominant in cases of myoma, adenomyosis and endometriosis of uterus,
mature type in cases of uterine prolapse. 92.5% of the cases with cervical
squamous metaplasia was associated with severe to mild degree of inflammation
in the cervix.

Metaplastic cell group of any type in the cervical canal was found within
a circular zone of 10 mm length proximal to the SCJ. Immature type was equally
distributed throughout the circular zone mentioned above. The more the
metaplastic cells were differentiated, the more closely the cells were situated
to the SCJ.
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