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Abstract

Two cases of cerebral tuberculosis are reported.

A 928-year-old male began to have a headache of two months’ duration before
admission. On Sept. 30, 1970 he suffered fiom convulsions, and on Oct. 4 from
left hemiparesis and became drowsy. When he was admitted on Oct. 14. neuro-
logical examination revealed stupor, left hemiparesis and choked discs (D.)
with retinal hemorrhage. Carotid angiography disclosed a square shift (15mm)
of the anterior cerebral arteries tc the left and remarkable RI-uptake on the
right basal ganglion was noted in the brain scanning. On Oct. 21 a transcortical
incision was made in the right frontal lobe and the lesion was removed com-
pletely. The postoperative course was uneventful. Pathological diagnosis showed
that the case was tuberculoma of the brain.

A 41-year-old female suffered from headache and fever for about 5 months.
On Feb. 14, 1971 she became drowsy. When she was admitted on Feb.
18, neurolgical examination revealed somnolence and urinary incontinence. A
shift (Tmm) of anterior cerebral arteries to the right was present, both lateral
ventricles dilatated slightly and the left posterior horn showed shadow defect
on the pneumoencephalography. These findings excited suspicion of the brain
tumor. On March 18, a transcortical incision was made in the left occipital lobe,
and left lateral ventricle was found to be covered with yellow mosses accom-
panied by fibrous adhesions. Although we performed biopsy of the lateral
ventricle wall, she died owing to a complication of the epidural hematoma.
Histological eaxamination of the biopsy and necropsy revealed tuberculous
encephalitis and ventriculitis with subepedymal tuberculous granuloma.

The cerebral tuberculosis is for from a rare disease. It is emphasized that
solitary tuberculous granuloma should be disposed of by a complete removal
of the lesions and the intracranial hypertension due to tuberculous meningitis
had better be controlled by ventricular drainage.
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