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Abstract

Some clinical investigations were made on 1,276 patients with so-called abnormal
sensations of the pharyngo-laryngeal region or the upper esophagus, such as the
feeling of foreign body or of stenosis, and further investigations were performed
on several factors in hosts which were considered to have close relationship to the
causes of abnormal sensations, for example, gastroptosis, allergy, parasite infection
and psychosomatic factors.

The following results were obtained.

1) The complaints about these abnormal sensations were most conspicuous among
persons in the age-group of fourties, and were more numerous in females than in
males.

2) In about 23% (Group A) of the patients with abnormal sensations, such local
diseases were observed as nasal sinusitis, mild inflammatory changes or neoplasms
in the pharynx, larynx and esophagus, hypertrophied lingual tonsils, abnormal
styloid processes, spondylosis deformans of cervical spine and so on, while in about
77% (Group B) of them no local changes of at all.

3) X-ray examinations were performed on 505 cases of those free from local fin-
dings (Group B), and -gastroptosis was observed in 201 cases. It was presumed
that gastroptosis might be one of the causes of the abnormal sensations.

4) Allergen test in 104 cases in group B revealed that allergic pathogenesis in
the pharynx or the larynx could be one of the causes of abnormal sensations.

5) Taylor’s Anxiety Scale was applied to 126 cases, and anxiety scores of patients
with abnormal sensations were generally higher than the scores of those without
complaints.

Psychological factors were also considered to play an important part in the patho-
genesis of abnormal sensations.

6) Experimentally, the body cavity fluid of parasites was injected into adult rab-
bits, and edema was observed in esophageal submucosa.

It was considered, therefore, that similar states could exist in esophagus of pati-
ents with parasites, and these changes could cause various forms of abnormal
sensations.
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