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Abstract

The role of the thymus in immune mechanism in organism has gradually come
to be emphasized in recent years, and numerous studies have been reported.

The author studied changes in lympheyt count in peripheral blood of thymecto-
mized immature and mature rats of Wistar strain, with a view to investigating the
functions of the thymus.

The obtained results were summarized as follows.

1. Thymectomy in immature rats results in little change in white blood cell
count in peripheral blood, whereas decrease in lymphcyt count was more marked
than in thymectomized mature animals.

2. Immediately after thymectomy in immature rats, transient decrease in lymp-
hcyt count was observed.

From these findings, it is presumed that the lymphcyt production of the thymus
in immature animals is, as a matter of fact, more prosperous than in mature ones,
but it is still sustained even at the period of maturity.
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