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Abstract

The patient was a 74-year-old man.

admitted to hospital with the complaints of emaciation, diarrhoea and weariness.

About 2 months previous to his death, he was

About 6

months prior to admission, he had had a liver disease pointed out.
Clinical findings after admission showed albuminuria, slight functional disorder of the

kidney and liver.
E.C.G. showed a marked low voltage.

Watery diarrhoea and constipation were noted. He

began to complain of stomach-ache and anorexia, and gradually became emaciated and died.

At autopsy, the chief findings were in the liver, spleen and kidney.
slightly enlarged, firm and the parenchym was unusually translucent.
150gm, and the lymph nodules were indistinct.

The liver was
The spleen weighed
The external surface of the kidney was

rough and granular, and the cut surface was smooth but somewhat semitransparent.
Microscopically, superimposed ‘was a deposit of amorphous substance, in considerable

quantities in the liver, kidney and spleen.

The substance was stained pinkish red with H.

E. and showed histochemically the characteristics of amyloid.
A similar deposit of amyloid was seen in many organs including the lymph nodes, adrenal

glands, lungs, gastrointestinal tract, urin bladder etc.
appeared in the space between the sinusoidal endothelium and the hepatic cells.

The deposit of zmyloid in the liver
In the spleen

and lymph nodes, the substance was demonstrated in line with the reticulum fiber. As for
the kidney the substance was deposited in the glomeruli, the blood vessel walls and the

interspaces of renal tubules.

From the clinical and pathologic findings mentioned above, the disease was thought to be
amyloidosis. Because no preexisting illness could be proved in this case, it might be the

primary systemic one.
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