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Albstract

The rest phase “oval granule” of C. diphtheriae was studied with use of phase contrast-
microscope. Most of the “oval granules” seemed to be situated on the top of club-shaped
cells of this organism.

Tronto strain, a strongly toxinogenic strain, was proved to be the weakest with an ability
to form the “oval grnule” among strains tested. Considering a series of works in this
laboratory on the close relationship between abortive sporulation and toxinogeny in clostridia,
the author suggested that a defect in forming the “oval granule” is related with the highly
toxinogenic nature of PW-8 (Tronto) strain.
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