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Abstract

The patient, a 3-month-old male infant, was hospitalized at the age of 2 months because of

prolonged jaundice. Occasional acholic stools were also noted.

One month after admission
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laparotomy was performed, when the extrahepatic bile ducts proved normal. So the clinical
findings led to a diagnosis of inspissated bile syndrome. Jaundice decreased in intensity after
operation. The patient died of ileus 3 weeks after operation.

At autopsy, the liver was enlarged and intensely green. The external surface was smooth
and glistening. On section, the lobular markings were not distinct. The gall bladder present-
ed a normal appearance. The extrahepatic bile ducts were throughout patent.

Microscopically, the lobular architecture of the liver was distorted by a marked derangement
of the hepatic cords. The hepatic cell columns were irregular and often replaced by multi-
nucleated giant cells. The cell boundaries were not distinguishable but appeared to be con-
tinuous with a few remaining normal hepatic cords. The cytoplasmic mass contained consi-
derably more glycogen than most of the other hepatic cells. Yellowish-brown particles which
were mostly composed of bile pigment and some hemosiderin were also seen in the cytoplasma
of the multinucleated giant cells. The kupffer cells were often laden with granules of bile and
occasionally with iron-positive pigment.  The sinusoids were distorted, involving mild fibrosis
in some areas. Foci of extramedullary hematopoiesis were found to be scattered in the sinu-
soids. The portal triads were markedly infiltrated by acute and chronic inflammatory cells, but
neither proliferation of the bile ductules nor septa formations were noted.

From clinical and pathologic findings above mentioned, the disease is thought to be so-called
neonatal hepatitis. The etiology of neonatal hepatitis remains still uncertain. The majerity “of
cases suggest that neonatal hepatitis is caused by a transplacental viral factor. But in this case
of ours there were no findings to support the evidence of viral origin.
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