The Cognitive Function of the Metaphor
explained through the Theory of Neural Group
Selection : What is hidden behind the
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From conceptual point of view, primary Metaphors are cross-domain
mappings, from a source domain (the sensorimotor domain) to a
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target domain (the domain of subjective experience). (Lakoff &
Johnson 1999, 58 RX— )
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Affection Is Warmth
Important Is Big

Happy Is Up

Intimacy Is Closeness

Bad Is Stinky

Difficulties Are Burdens
More Is Up

Categories Are Containers
Similarity Is Closeness
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HARE, FAYEOZOOFEICL 2 HEERBE TR, THETSR, & TFE0n
D1 DFMAIRZ 5 ZE8TE S REFCE. ThMEERNTHL L



56
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la) We often compare life to a journey.
b)) FIeBIRAEEZKIIKR 5 I EDBE,
c) Wir vergleichen manchmal das Leben nach einer Reise
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Experiencing The More Is Up correlation over and over should lead
to the establishment of connections between those neural networks in
the brain characterizing More in the domain of quantity and those
networks characterizing Up in the domain of verticality. In the
Model, such neural connections would carry out the function of a
conceptual mapping between More and Up and make it possible
(though not necessary) for the words for verticality (such as rise,
fall, ...) to be used conventionally to indicate quantity as well.
(Lakoff & Johnson 1999. 54 ~<=— )
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NDZDE. EnH I EFRRTWED, ZNTIHED LTZDREPER A
57 7 — DRI EBRT 2 DO0OFFMIC DV TIERALE - TR,

Neural connections are established in early childhood during such a
period of conflation, when the networks characterizing the domains
are coactivated in everyday experience, as when we pile more books
on the desk and their height goes up. (Lakoff & Johnson 1999, 55 ~X—
¥)
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