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Abstract

In the series of studies on the impediment of speech in school children, the present investi-
gation was designed to secure the information about the actual numbers of defective children,
especially of stammerers and stutterers, as the fundamental survey. The subjects investigated
in this study consisted of 131, 946 pupils (& 66,092 @ 65,854) of all the primary and middle
schools in Toyama Prefecture in Japan, and among these subjects, 1,078 stammerers and 502
stutterers were found.

The frequencies of both stammerers and stutterers were slightly higher in the primary
school pupils than in the middle school pupils, and were higher in boys than in girls.

In considering the same data divided into each school agers, the frequency of stammerers
was found to be the highest in the 5th school year children, and the frequency of stutterers
was lower in the higher school agers than in the lower school agers.

Geographically, consideved the frequencies of stammerers and stutterers were found to be
higher in the rural pupils than in the urban pupils.

Further studies were carried out ‘with 103 defective children, and the results obtained were
as follows. The more the intelligence quotient decreased, the more the frequency in the
impediment of speech increased. In the defective children, sigmatismus was found most
frequently, followed by lambdatismus, while the frequency of kappatismus was found to be
lower in this study, compared with the results of other investigators.



