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Tourists and Other Visitor Attitudes towards the Omicho Market
(in Kanazawa, Japan) and the “Kaisen-don” Dish

Kiyomi HAYASHI**

Abstract

This research examines the behavior of visitors and their attitudes toward the Omicho Market in
Kanazawa, Japan, and a specific meal offered there called “kaisen-don” (a rice-bow! dish topped with
sliced raw fish). A web-based questionnaire was conducted on participants (mostly tourists) who visited
the Omicho Market. The results found that approximately 60% of the participants ate kaisen-don. For
most of these, particularly younger people, eating kaisen-don was the primary purpose of their visit to
the Omicho Market. The two main reasons given for eating kaisen-don included: a) eating kaisen-don
brings a feeling of satisfaction of having really visited the Omicho Market and Kanazawa, and b) that the
unique dish is highly recommended in tourist guidebooks. These reasons were given overall regardless
of the participants' ages, and aside from their food preferences regarding kaisen-don itself and seafood in
general. The factors that were considered when ordering kaisen-don included the quality of the dish, the
variety of seafood toppings, its large volume, and whether or not local fish were used. Many participants
held opinions that being served kaisen-don was a typical scene at the Omicho Market. The results also
indicated that many participants enjoyed attractions besides kaisen-don at the Omicho Market, such as
window-shopping and eating other seafood dishes, including sushi. Participants in this study appreciated
their experiences of visiting the Omicho Market, of consuming kaisen-don, and of receiving explanations
from the market staff regarding seafood. They also appreciated receiving cooking tips and having
opportunities to learn about and to taste new types of seafood.

Key Words: Omicho market, kaisen-don, behavior, attitude, visitor
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Table 1 Description of Omicho Market

(Kanazawa City/Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism Site, Omicho Market Website).
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Fig. 1 Distribution of stores in Omicho Market.

_63_



Thbo LA L, BULENM L 723 TIE, SREE,
7T b R R FE R 2 4 IESATH LY 72,
— R OKEY T HEE X, EEEX O —F —ORE
HE, TR EEARDLIENTELYF -V A -
DI E LTV 2 HiEFEL JIf TELT 411
SRS 2BEH A R 7y &7 Tid, VLR
DFNBFIT, WEEH:, Fal, 742777 MEmIZ
b b, GEFEZHIN TS, HHEN = fi
TLEEMIE, HEOBILZBHEL, ThonEH
—HIIB L 72 FERE ERICHKET 228 L Tw
% (M2a) BIEMTIE, VAR TERDLS A D0

a: Fl RH R R 7 R R A B S D AR

C: KM 7R KA T, 2 ¥

DER I DT M D R A

o B (3,600 M)
2,200 9)

fo RN AT TA 5
o Nz 15> NDT 5

d: A EPEKEY D I
A= o4t p (A
I TWD T 14,

A D AT, ZEESAEM L2EM TR, Hnb
KDL, YHDER - K&, BOLEICAR
W HHELEFOFHOMAI AL NS (K2,
2d, 2e)o F)IELpEEM O % FRok$ 2 B0 A
([M2b, 2d) LA 5N 5, COVID-195ATLARE, T4
77 MRIGEEA LGS AbN7e (M), 4%
JEEEORTTIE, BRIEROERIRIC A 2 FoBE
SOEWOHINTE TS (K2, — 5T, BT
% FRE[H]T 2 [l L 72 R OfAE, Frc Rz hbwn
LT, REEEEAERTAIEHLASND (X2g).
WIS & DATLET T~ OB, FRIASER T

b : H#toC D KED ORI M A A &9 %

e il & A VTR,
T A2 T U b OBl
(fEH & TWVWD xR
X/ K7 w, 3,800 M)

g LB 0 KB & A
519 % 6 1 0

K2 EIETHISECTHLONIBEBHITRTOL ST (RFAERFICEERE. THa, b, fl£2020512A,
dlZ2022F 128, eld2023%F2A, c, gl&2023F6RIZFhEThiRs).

Fig. 2 Kaisen-don sales seen at Omicho Market.
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Table 2 Examples of references to the current status of the market and seafood bowls by people involved
in the Omicho Market.
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Table 5 Viewpoints that were important or noteworthy when ordering Kaisen-don.
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Table 6 Impressions of eating Kaisen-don.
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Table 7 Actions other than eating Kaisen-don.
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Table 8 Impressions and comments about Omicho Market.
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Table 9 Attitudes of the landscape involved in selling
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