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The Role of Drugstores in the Shopping Environment of Mountainous and
Hilly Rural Areas: A Case Study from Monzen-machi (former Monzen Town),
in Wajima City, Ishikawa Prefecture

Masaya HIROTSURU' and Koki TESHIROGI**

Abstract

In this research, we clarified the role of drugstores in the shopping behavior of communities in
mountainous and hilly rural regions by focusing on the Monzen-machi (former Monzen Town) area of
Wajima City, in Ishikawa Prefecture, as a case study. A field survey, questionnaire survey, and interviews
conducted on shopping behavior and residents’ perceptions in the study area revealed that drugstores in
these mountainous areas play a specific role in providing physical goods, primarily foodstuffs. However,
the opening of drugstores has also influenced residents’ shopping behavior and perceptions. As small-scale
supermarkets have been replaced by drugstores in the study area, opportunities to change where people
shop or to build social connections through shopping have decreased. In mountainous and hilly rural areas
where populations continue to decline and local stores are closing, the opening of drugstores that offer
essential supplies, including food, is important for maintaining the residents’ shopping environment as
well as their options. However, several other factors also need to be carefully considered in this process.
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Fig. 1 Study area. Created using basic map information.
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Fig.2 500m mesh population of Monzen-machi (former Monzen Town),
Wajima City (2015). Created using National Land Numerical

Information.

EI:IES

N

A

N

]

500mXx v ¥ 2 AL(A)

11-10
[110-20
[ 20-50
[ 50 - 100
[ 100 - 200
Il 200 -
= FEERK

10km

E T BUEFHR S Y ER.




RN AL, 7OKET & TH AT 2 5 S BE & B 55 1T
T & TH P RTET % % SR OB DS AE T B o
20234F 12 BT 5N A OEATIRVLE, FH & LRI
EITTHAZ — VN AZEHNRIZTI 2T 4N
&, BIC3HETTATI 22T 4 NADN ARSI,
HFRTIT I IZ8 D O MK 2SS 0, AR E L7z
DIFZDH Lo EHX L FRIHIX TH S (X2),
X, [HMRTRT LRI E L TB Y, H
XA NG TE DSIE DA SN2 HIX TH 5,
FIRTHLIX I, PEIE o mibkpe, ), [KEAEDS
s A HMETI ORLHTH Y, EHEOMEEEE
HEED M RTH 28205 & T 5 HIXTH 5, HMEER
DOFYRETR] T o 72 IR RS A E L, BifER
WA MR A E > Tnb, F72, HIX
B O EEHGIE B S WX TH o 72,

m A %

B AT 132023411 H 2> 512 31220 TR L
720 PRAATIHH X, HISIZBWTEELEREOE W
Wi e e o T B IEEHIC BT 5 R T R
&, FERICHTA2EWE KT v 72 M T ORI
B35 7 o r— MG ROBMERY HETH S,

AR TR AL, IHMRIT NS S % Bk %
WO 1EE E BBRFGEHEIR 2 xR & Lz, &k
FEFRIL, AMIE2 (2018) 2VEEMIE~DT 7 &
YUY T4 RMAHEICBOTHWTED, fEEW
R EATG R %S ECTHEL RO R LR LT
JEEi T L DIRIETH D, T LT, ZORIEZILIEET
DERGDOGMESL Z X RTRELALTILLTE
%o RIFZETIE, Al (2018) 12 & > THARAAME
FER 2 B 2 %5 ) 2 CRIKIRLETH L L Ak
SNFEREAT, INTAER, BXOTHEFEA LG
WAE S M- B0 &F86Mm B D) 2 b & Hw
T, K HOMESIC BT AWFEOF IR kL 727,
ZLC EmBE RSN mEEE L L IZLT,
JEH L o R TEE R R L2,

W2, 7y — MaAE, R EET A
23375 & PR X O RS E R D O 7THIX A RS S
3T AR E LCHEML 72, HiZ2 (2020)
WEMLIZT »r— M aSEL, EEAER - INLE
i - HHSOZZRoHWYite, o HE)
FAERICET 2 EMER 2R L2 77— O

FeA UL, W R XTI E TN L 72 PIHTHE X
TIEARMEZ B CHHeICHAT 2L Lo
720 220X % H bW/ FAT L5445 TH D,
Z D) LARAIEZ1475 (HIEE27.0%) Td - 72,
BEHCY) FAL, W XA - PRI XN TR
FNER L2, W EHX T, RS V— TR
T 216410 L CHER ST T20234E12 H6 H
WZER L 720 METHX T, wX0%EB & ZFoxRE
1% (B4, kash) 122023412 H3 H (2
HRARWATEML 72, AL, HEORWYIZH
528, A=N=X—=F v b FIVTAMT -
BEGER EOFMICET A2 L, HWPIZBE L T
AEIE L TWAEZ &, Mo WYBREOZ L%
ElZonT, HEHZLIZEMEBICHBIZESFLTD
5 )BT - 726

V. |BFTRTET D B LRI

1) HIBROESHO R S EEREE

2023412 F IRg 1C, [H PRI ET A C &ofkan &2 BGE L,
R ERFEON R E o lzDlE, A—75—
~—/ v MJES, FIv 7 AMNT3)ES, o=
I AR M TS, BAREE2EE, k-2t F —
UG, EOBREEM, BERGCHEIR OFH4%3E
HTho7Y,

AigTlE, BERMTEREREL 7 7 — Mk
WEERNS, A—N—<—F v M JEEiE FT v 7R
NTIEMICE T ARERE R LY B, KIS
ZAETNT Xy b EEFTERL, IHMETETAIC
1E&H D A—I8—<—7 v N%ESI, 3JE&idH D F
Ty 7 ANT RENENDI, D2, D3EFKILL 72,
1—1) R—/8—<3—4y kY

Su, HEHMETHME—D A —/3—< =7 v k
ThY, JEHOHFEIIRHII0mM TH 7" SITIE,
JE&H 2 5 BEAL 7 IS AL SR E D720 D 25N A
% EAT L TWeAS, 2023411 H R 6T 2 Wk
LTz, RUIRLZZ#D, SIOLETTE R,
ABERS, ML AM, FAEEAELTXTOXST
80% L OB WEZ IR L Tz, L72A> T, SID
FOR AR, HIRIC BV TEE L &E EH-
TWwWaEEZEZLNS,

1—2) FSYTRLT
DI, FIRTHX AL OERBICAES S KT v



=1

Table 1
Created through on-site surveys.
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Food supply rate of major stores in Monzen-machi (former Monzen Town), Wajima City (%).
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Table 2 Number of households using shopping locations by food category (multiple answers allowed).

Created through questionnaire surveys.

T H X
A £ LA, H H
Bk FIR % (n=84) FIHEE (n=73) FIHE % (n=76)
(F) (%) () (%) (%F) (%)
S1 76 90.5 52 71.2 20 26.3
DI 37 44.0 34 46.6 30 39.5
D2 19 22.6 28 38.4 23 30.3
D3 6 7.1 14 19.2 46 60.5
[H P95 AT+ o L5 42 50.0 38 52.1 29 38.2
IR ES
Ml LA, H H b
Bk FIH#E % (n=61) FIHEE (n=56) FIH#E L (n=52)
(%F) (%) () (%) (F) (%)
S1 55 90.2 39 69.6 14 26.9
DI 47 77.0 40 71.4 36 69.2
D2 25 41.0 33 58.9 36 69.2
D3 1 1.6 3 5.4 15 28.8
IHPIRTHT A4 0 )5 & 28 459 21 37.5 15 28.8
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Table 3 Residents’ statements on reasons for choosing drugstores. Created through interviews.
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Table 4 Statements regarding the change from supermarkets to drugstores (product aspects). Created through

interviews.
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Table 5 Statements regarding the change from supermarkets to drugstores (non-product aspects). Created through

interviews.
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