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Asymmetry of medial approximants j and w in Japanese

TAKAYAMA Tomoaki*

SUMMARY: This article primarily surveys several phenomena that are derived from the asymmetry

between CjV and CwV in the Japanese language: the historical processes of Sino-Japanese forms CjV and

CwV, the vowel coalescences of Vu and Vi (iu, eu vs. ui, oi), the contracted forms having CjV, etc.

Secondly, we discuss the relationship between the asymmetry of the two medial approximants j, w and the

characteristics of the Japanese vowel system that give rise to another asymmetry between palatalization

and labialization. Finally, we mention residual issues on the asymmetry of two medials, mimetic

expressions having medial j and w, the history of the w-consonant, and so on.
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1. ZXROHEDOIEXIHE

— &I, BEewE, [ ITx]Talin] i
EFOEFIIHL, (Y] [==]*allex] o
9 ICOEMD medial j » Ho (B#HE) 24T
B, FHSE, BIUHEASIK 2V TEHLAHEICE,
wEEOH (A8%) LM ALEN DY, 0
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DFF IR ONBIETHMEE DR L T {,

1.1, BFEEF LR 3B OIS
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%o I EHEHEDERES kwe, kwi, gwe, gwi [ZF W\
BETHLNTW 02 LAk v, o0, X
BRlZdHoTid, SHEBOEVICERNT AMEE LT
RRAIZZFVPBYTHL0d Lz, INHDMIE
BETOMEREICE>TWE Y,

1.2. BERSICR 3B 0T

BIEIClE, EFEFICBIT2 HoHITOHENALIC
DWTHRZ, I T, Z0IENHMEL HARERNE
DERERLZELT, SHLICHERTAIEIIT S,
HRELTHY EF 203 BEE5E0MAENTH
%

BEEROFTY, -iu, -eu, -au, -ou D Vu DFF
ZOF RN ELTHEE, 20350
-iu, ceulIRD L H IV FR LT GEFZH Yoo
BERYATE) IWEEL T, KEORL WL,
AEREOEHICEL T ZBEORTR-VDH 2
-iu, -eu BB AS ICHMA R E L TR E, B0
MELOBREEZ LI EVIEILH S,

-iu > -ju:

-eu > -jo:

JEIRDOBE2 ) DK X -au s, BIREIIZ -ou (>0:) D
BTS2 0REIFM R LILFOMTSH Y,
CHELPEDLE)OBEMEELTWLDIIHNRS L,
-iu, ceu i X ) BWVERPE T -juy, -jou DEEE SR LT
Vb (RFEFICET 2 REBNIC OV TIZTBZA (1986)
ZH, Y ORESNIFLZRKPO L D) EHEINT
V5),

ToEK, HEEIZBWTIE, R—FEEDICHTESE
FRHOBIERMIC D08, UTOOQDHK
R, TOBBPRECHZ T (BT -y, -eu
DBDOHIBIT ),

OBFEONTTFEOEEE w1k
V_VONBETOIEwWIZZEIL, TRIZEY, Véu

13 Vu 221,

Bl F&H—T) (5H), wa-n) (B)), &
5—29 (B), -
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[<rj), -

T/, R (ETE) CRBEESE VRS LESE
BHEEL TV, S51ICQ0BksBLTY, &
LR VuzELETFELO L PO THET S &
I oTwe (UTFICEHEILEIFZ),
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EFEIIBITA2RBT GV OFEEEKIL, Vud
AERNIEIT LTV E, 200, B#HEIHA
FEICHEET DI hoT, #IICRAEILAEL
THIGE, EREZHEDLICGVOKEHR LRSS
EHBTEZIILEDONL, TTIZCVHAHFLEL T
T, Z2OBFORZFET L2 L CRHAERT
BThHb, ZOHT, TNLOMATLIZALRT
WEKIZE - ETBERFTH B,
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DFEANEBNT2DS, FIILFNEFMLUEGETH-
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et
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RBIIZ I -€i, -ai, -oi, -ui) Thb, 2D B, -iy, -eu
EREORMBEICEL THHRE % T -ui, -0l DWW
TRAE, -iy,-eu LR U LY ICIEEEBEL TN
WV, bbAA, FNHIZBLOELTWAEEED
FIET 575, BEMIZRNIZENZROLRETH
595

LROZ LN o, BILOAFIITRBIREL S
5o BIZIE, -ui, -oi TEBEL L TRHEERRPED
AL —0DKETHS BIZITHMEHERED
BEI). T/, IO, -iu, ee DREASEFEL &
IZHETAL LT, -wit, -we: (D F ) CwV) (ZB{LT
HIENEZLND, LL, -of, uillZnkd %
BEAPEL IOV ETIE, FRICIEEICRR:
FR#E CIVICHEMTE 2NEEMH» I b S5 /IZIEKR
ITBY, EEOZEFEOALLY, BEMAICEAL
THmedial j & w & ORJIZIENTHMEL DL 2 LA
Tx37,

1.3. MEZE/E#EDiu & ui

BIZIE L F5]M > ket hitiidp
LVIHLFRRICBNTY, [Eo T BETRET
bb, Tibb BEDiILu2HITTCEETLO
BENEDREHSFEL 720 BTE TR -iu DR
BT L -w 2L T, woOREREHELLS
EDBAVPESLSIIARLNITOhhb ST,
R, HEIZERLZV2EY), HRICK: ok
Bl oTLE-7 X TH B,

FMEEOFI BT, [#R] 134 7% L b dpiteg
FTIREID] LWIBTH o726 LS (HE
OB EAEL TV b LW, 2R [Zw—1 |
KEDb>Tw5, A—FBEENCuISFEESRS

CERERIE LTRSS, WTREELRVWEI)TH
B ([HR] IS B EboTna b Ez oM
%)

ZOZEF, BRONWKEIZOWTHHTIZFE
D, TI=F [V VL[V RYSL N
UOAITTNVI=Y L] % FOREEDLIZER
RIS, HERBH I CELNSELRLIZ[) 2— |
[Ya—]l=a—] ®XIIZCu ik sEIHES
No, BHokivi (¥4, F—4—) 5, E£B
WK F 2 =I5 EZ210 N0 0 R UEAICEL S
EEZOND (EREIZIE, YA SLHEELS 2 —
ALDETEHEHLTVEERLIREDD LTV,
5120w, SHOFERBROZEZIIBNT, i
IDFED, BRBEHZHFIZLOR2 VLI, Lo
PHERDIEET AL IEEIBEEINLD D,
COMEE L EBBRTIERZWES S, Ihso#El
bISLHRENMOBREVZ S, 72751, 4k
AR L Td -eu DBINRIZL K, FIOEmE S
NN T &AL,

IR EAIMFEEHIZ, -iu &3 4 -ui (B BV
-oi) ([ZI3HWEL (B#EL) oEmIZR Sk,
ZIHH L, ZOoOHEFEOENHMEE ) Sk
WTE 5,

1.4, WEREIOHICR 5 IEXTRYE

Dk, A#HELEHTLOERIIOVWTW L D
DG BEBLTRTEbIITHLY, BAECHE
BEHIZIT RO L) b #nsiomz sz b
BTELEEZLND,

[Zn =] (« [ZRTIE)), Wi 2] (« [47
JiIE (Wl eiw)]), [2h= (893)] («
[Zhigl), -

ZDEHT, CGVOBMLIIEEENFESL, BES
ECTOERAEES &SV, £/, FHSh A0, +
DD X HIZ [1L] PSwDBELEL LIS, Fh
BBREL, GVIIBEBRZIONTWAETH 5,
NEE A NEdhasl, (22223 52
CH]T 2] 0L BRBEEIMHF VDT
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s, CiV ORI LT, ERL
LTORVENSVDIZENE L, Thbid [12L
] ~ MZ2as] OETRIONIEBICEEL -
TWBDTIRA»E )2, 2F 0, N1ZIF] & 112
PaH] OO ERADOIEFELTIEZ VO
LT, [#hlse] b [Fhcid] 3ROEZER
TELIZR BV,

T/, BEMIZATY, [Th («THb)] »5
Fry PR EN TS L )12, BT ~OMmHIILIL
BRFEICELN S D DO TIE RV,

Dk, ZTHoOHTOFGHEICETIHE LR T
X7, B#ECVICELTE, WTFhoBZD, §Hi
BEIIRLA [BARGE (158 OWEEME] OB
ERABIEDNTEADT, MIBHIZSHIZNI, 1.4
TN FEHZMA LI ENTED (RITHBEICHE

-

'))o

2. palatalization & labialization D FEXtFR1%E

KETIE, Z2o08FCV & CwV DIt &
HET 2L AONS HERBEOEHRE LOKMEIZDOW
THRBZ LT 5, BAWIZIE, BEORERLED
Mbh)PHEE 25,

EFFIBITIHPE L AHNTOLERIEDEE
EVHRBT ALV BIEICHE LT, #(1983) 13,
BAGEICBIT 2O - FEOFELIERHL
TWwh, 2% ), BFFEBFIVHC L &I, £
DR (assimilation) & F1T TOFLDF L Wiz,
FOOFENAINITFEOFEILL o THHBECVD
EEXBHIILTWAET D, 2, OFLLAE
FEAMOFEa, 0, u b lAELELI EIZLD,
BHIIHPEOEIBONLEN)IZLTHS I,
SHhicx L, BER, BRECEEEINTF
EOHFEDSRIT TN 2DIL, FTREEESEDLE
Bz o2 b 8L TWw5, JORBITE S ESY
EEGHELLLDOTH A, LICRTE, MR
b a4 2 THEOWEOIBFHREIIB VT LR
{EboTWwbEEZLNS,

ZHOBE ORI, BT 5202 palatal-
ization & E 31l labialization & \» %) Z_H D RHYFHR

EOIENFHETH S, LLoEMICELIE, HARGE
BWTit, #AEE L, uOEHEERL TW5
TEWlhb, Thbb, HEMIZIE BFIILLS
FAFEOOFENLIIH LT, ORI CIZEREIZIZ
BEASELZVEVD, FELEELOKEHER
OMETH LA, ToEWVIE, BERRANTIICI
AEUPZEOONTH, wiZIESTHEZEBN S H»
ETREDOLNZVEWV) I ENSEL L, OF
D, ZHoWTOIENEHMEE, HBERFOBEERRIC
B AOSMERSHE OISR RERE LT
AEZDBIENTED,

TRMFAE L L TOBETLE, —RBFEE I
5, BEFEOKOAEOE) LX) LEDOHD
WX o THBNTONREA, ZADEETRVET
L, THRIZEERZEOuDEHE DL ) IZEDLY
BEIDIEL Do BRFEORT uIEEZMHERED
ZHLNT, FHEOEMNHLEEbNTWS (L
¥ - B (1978), FEHE(1997), FEE(1998) % &)o b
L, 2HLZHEREOuOHREIBEELOD ) L
by iEFL, ZhANEEOEHEL %o THD
N5 Edhud, HERBHESIZBWTY, iea,0,
WDHBEERRE LTHETELZTTEL, 20/
HICERTALENETLCS (BEUDOAFIZLS
EENEREZLOL)IIEZ DLV HEFSK
BISOLREET D),

CCTEHEELTBIRITNERL2VwDIL, BE
LEEEOERBIZOVWTESBRRIZ LAY, BHA%R
BHRT, BEFMEOERICEoTWwHEWV) Z L
AT LOERLEZVETH S, TITHERZD
2, HLEFCHMEOBEEBTH > T, EREEAYIZAET
—FHMEDERTH 52BN T T THER
BzEHELTWE b TlER v (FOHTIIHK
(1983) L =27 Y AR RIZLTWwAEDD LNE W),
COMEEE SHIIEZLIIHoTIE, OBFKLE
EMOH ) FOEY, E51, OFLEEFTLOD
D FDEVIZOWT, EBEOEHAD 5\ IIHEGR
DEENP L L ELIEETILENFD 5,

%P, BREOI L uIEFHEICEAL Tw T,
ai b au & DH Y FOE KEBEEFERL), 5
Wi, eikou bk DH ) HDENIZOWTH HZIA

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Phonetic Society of Japan

BE IR B IERFRE

FAEREDPL LGV, ei & ouk DEVIIZDONT
12, B 2003) THHENTWEA, —275 6% %
T, SRFEEICBVTHIZIZIRE LT, LD
REMIZHEDLDN S, HIZIE, X1, TATT,
RAF 7, REEERICEHVWTAS L [ei] L EH
NBHZLFsBEDTLLIARV, KEE, RALL)
IHSREEFIZ [ou] b B Z L idF L AR WE
WIOEWPIEHTE S, ZOBEIZi DT ullHRT
ZELTHLRLL TV ETHIE, FhEEH LTAR
DELIH FLT, FOZLRABETHR-7-HE
ERBRNHADIZA D D

%, BAREOEH Tidmedial j w & BFiu
DRIGEREMENRDO SN EDITTH LD, HMOSHE
2BV Tid medial (B 5V I3FF#EERICES T2
KWFE) LHEEOMICFDO L) RERAEDORD
SNEVERLH LA, 9 LAEHELEOHE
BHEEDEIIIEZDINEV) L LBE IR,
BE L medial L 2DV EIBIE LT, BAGE
DIFRBIZBVWTHRENVEFEDO —2IIBEZETD
5o ZOBERRIFEutHEwLONLEET
B3, ZOZ L medial DFRE ED LI IZEDLD
EIDh, iz, HEuDFHED medial wDd h) K
EEDYIIIEDLYEI DD E Vo 2 mATEIC
%,

3. ZDbDEME

3. YFFBEITFE

AT, TIETYIAFE, TIHFEIIDONT
BN TICE S, BALT, WEEEHET L, WO
BREVITFE, VO0TFELOBRIEEED L) 1T
ZABREBDOESLI e ZOZEIF—RIHERY
REEO L ) TV, TREFROEEFN LOBIY
RREPITLENAR PV TH L, YITFE (a,
ju, jo) LRHFE (Cia, Cju, Cjo) & i, £DEFDE
FIo RCEITHRBRICH D L HIZRZBD, 7
FFEZIBVTE, THICHT2HE ARSI VD
T ThaH20, FMLL)RFEATHIER SN TR
Vo fEFICBWT, TITFEwWRERIEEHENT
BOVEEBBEuwEHEBLTVEEVIHEHbD L, &

NOPEEELTEIVIERIZDEDD (HEHW»
BB L2V EDT) W BBEIZLTLD
IS TR vy, B#SEICL T, 17, F17,
AT [ V2] [Fo] PREFEL
TWb5—HFIZBWT, HFEP D% vje (F0OE
RCIEYATYE) BRARECLENTHL LIS
W O GPRELRED, iellbdrET H), 2D,
Z9 LT W BT o TIABROE L
WHIETH D, LITLIEFEAEINS [KEDZE X
Bl EWIaled, InOORMEIS L CHBAD %
HLTWBbITTiE%RW,

T, T FEOEEMNEIIET A#EEIID0
T, BEOMBELEET 089 MICDOVTIIEE
RYWAVLETH D, 7272, EELTBEVAN
HrrTHE, —2iZ, bEbE, VTFEICHEX
T, T FE2FHIBORP LN EThHL, &
M THREHEDI (BFH) Fh 2 FHORBOKRL D
v ([dhb Ga)l (e (B)] (26 WBE)]I¥
2 FK) ][22 #Wlldxr FlTexr (] %
o ZHREBR, TITFEOHBALEIZET AM
EThHDH, 10~ 11 HHLEIE L ABERO T
FOEIEEL Q2THIO) ko T, [
Nl T2 (B)] e~ (R)] 2E&ziEdty. &
ERICKEBDO VAT FEN—BIIH 2 7213 F715705, B
AR TLH I LR, widi, wesje b BILL TV A
(COEMRFEMTLIIRELEL TS, BHED
TIFETEENFEN, KRENLETETIZI3HE
FPHEESNTVE), COBLLOBERIIONTH,
FRIFLREBTREAN DS, TIAFFICEL T
EIL, BEMEEHEDOEGOEVIIEERMRE
THbo

3.2. [BERIL] (I3 T 35E%

AR THRRTE-EWEOME, %677+
FEOMRBEIZE L T, BAR 1) 0ERHT L ['EF
BibotEm] 28T 2ME D500 Lk,

BARGwIE, A2 ORRIELHARFOERLIZ
BWT, Bt ab¥bEEOREBILACA NS L
TEEEZTHbILTWA ET A, AfalE, h
WA LB TS 5, —FORIEIL, EICEbL2
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EENOBILDS, b EETHLr0TLL, H
FREOBEL AT 2L LTRmELATVS
HTHb, AT, EHWEFCW LR HEED
BEERBLUTIIVED, Fhz, BOEEZIHOT
WEROB bR EIZRTWE Y, Z{boHHHkE
VO BE, LT, BEFECVESELERTS
T BREZI DS BEAI L, CwVWEHELT
W HBDZEAL S EIRTRETH 5,

BA (1942) » [EHBILotEm] ORI, N7
TFp>d>hDElLE, 7478, AT OEMLL DM
BEREMZHZEWEHB, LEL, MIFHFDE
b INBEERODITTEZLIRETIHAVEN
V) DWEREDONETH B, EBE, S#F kwadSpall
BT A Ed (22X (o yFaksgs] 28
LTHEHE), BUICRTORSRINVELE
ftcdh, Lard, Lo [EFEtofm] Lik
RARRICHBEN LV,

3.3. XRICHNh A VWHEORE

TR EBY, #HESLMECELZHTOIZ
ETFETBLTTH A, 2O LRI, FE
B HEDPEE L 2oL ELIZHETE bl
TR, HREDEHE, XFFHIIKB SN TR
WEEBPEBANIZED LI L DTH L HERE
TAHIEREBELRTRTHD, BRFTFECTS 2D,
BIziE (bl [BrHEA] [WTledbl e
HITEedTh, arT| 2B ETOall
DWTC, ZOEFT BBV EXZSEOPIHRR
i, REZSBOBIVEDONZELTY, BES
{, FOTRTCHE[T—=AV][v v =7 /85— }]
DL BIKEIROATLE )59, HGEIC
BLTIE, BREINTWBEXEEOHRA G —BREH
THDHETIL, HELFOMBOFEIHRTET
ZWBEBENNH L, S5, HREAICBVT,
BEOFE (838) PV ENAEICELTY
DEINERY, FLT, FhoPBEDL)ICHE
LTWwienhk &t wo BB H 5, EMIERE
RIZBITAEERROESEBEIZED o T B2

2, XIS N2 WERS DS, ERO LIS, ¥

DLHLVKELZRMEZEILLOD (HEVIINER

METELCOPE,EZD) FHTHES RV, 20
NEITIZ & o TIEEFIRE (S 5IIZEARGERE) &9
BEBBINTVWAEDEL IR0 DIZRBHH

NG hLTHE, WEFIZOWT L FE CREINE
ATWVE,

RN BARRREO—DIC, HAE - BEE
BT AHEOREL D B, BREOESE - B
BICBWTIE, CGVIRIERLZEEEZRLZLLTWS
[Erar&xra][bebbeb] (12151215
Fa), K, BIzE, HLEBEOBOKEE. [
2ol T Fo] EEFETHILEH-TH, F1
LI L YEBINLFEIILEEFSTBY, 20OEK
T, GV EFEEHIL, IhoECwVD L) RBE
fbsn-58E LTHRESITAZ & B RIEICZ
Ho MK LT, HREEICBIHHFE - HEE
DCV,CWwV IR ED L) o 7201239 0, BHFAFE
(1947) 13, BABLFTOY I H I ADEERIZ, H
FADEEFEREIEEEZONLIRBANDHH T
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