What is International Communication? Its
Possibility and Range
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“Cross-cultural generally refers to comparing phenomena in diverse cultures. Thus a cross-cultural
study of women’s roles in society would compare what women actually do in diverse oc:c_.mmw.
#44" Intercultural Communicationsv¥ € 6~ LU v 5 v0°

“Intercultural communication generally refers to face-to-face interactions among people of diverse
cultures. Imagine how difficult communication can be if the source and receiver are in different contexts
and share few symbols. That’s one way of defining intercultural noBBc:momzmm.v:
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“International communication has been used to refer to the study of mass media communication within
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one country and among countries. It has also been used to refer to the study of comparative mass
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communication systems and to the study of communication between nation-states.”
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(=) the study of transborder transfer of information and data and opinions and values by groups,

institututions, and governments;
(=) the technology used in the transfer, and

(o) the issues that arise form the transfer.
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“International communication, in the context of this study, refers to processes and exchanges in eight
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Abstract

The word international and the word communication are extremely popular in Japan. Moreover, the compound of those
two words, infernational communicalion, is also used quite commonly. It is observed that this compound expression is used
concerning the name of faculties at academic institutions, academic disciplines, post graduate courses, and so forth. However,
it is found that this is done without any united opinion or well-grounded theoretical basis. In fact, the usage as well as the
interpretation of this expression are 'individual-dependent’ in Japan. In addition, the same situations are found in the United
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States and Canada.

There are two purposes for this paper. One is to define the notion of infernational communication. The other is to establish
a new discipline where this notion serves the core basis. In a narrow sense of the term, international communication has been
already established as a discipline in the field of journalism or mass communication in the United States and Canada. as well
as in Japan. However, this discipline has not yet been respected enough from the intercultural or cross-cultural aspect. This
paper argues for the combination of mass communication studies, intercultural communication, cross-cultural communication,
international studies and media literacy, as one discipline. It is also discussed in this paper that this new discipline will help
people with respect to the following activities: (i) to understand the flow of international information delivered by mass media
and to take adequate attitude against it; (ii) to take part in the process of democracy; (iii) to check administration,
government and politicians in the nation. International communication in this sense is a fundamental tool for the intellectually
awakened citizens.
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