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Abstract

The Noto Peninsula was designated as an area possessing Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
Systems (GIAHS) by the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in 2011. This was in
recognition of the importance of local initiatives such as Satoyama and Satoumi, which represented a
harmonious balance between nature, and the agricultural, forestry, and fisheries industries. As a result of
such initiatives and via agriculture-related experience acquired at school, it is expected that valuable
local property and land will be inherited by future generations. However, the continuous teaching of
cultivation activities and the acquisition of experience by young people is confronted by challenges such
as the limited teaching time that teachers have, as well as their own lack of cultivation training and
teaching experience at school. In order to understand the current status of the educational environment in
the Noto area, we sent out a questionnaire to elementary and junior high schools teachers there and
interviewed them. As a result of the questionnaire, it was learned that Noto pupils at school generally
know about GIAHS, but that there were significant differences of opinion amongst teachers about
whether or not to teach GIAHS related activities in class. Although many junior high school students
have lived with three generations of Noto family members, and are interested in nature and their local
traditions, they were less interested in local agriculture due to a lack of learning opportunities vis-a-vis
the agricultural sector. In this context, some teachers really depend on local farmers as a valuable
resource of information with which to teach students about cultivation. Our paper suggests that the Noto
area has a greater potential for collaboration between schools, local farmers, and the Japan Agricultural
Co-operative (JAC) in order to safeguard “Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS)”
for future generations.
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Table 1 Framework of questionnaire items.
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Table 2 Characteristics of teacher respondents.
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Fig. 2 Teacher’s motivation to teach GIAHS in class.
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Fig. 3 Characteristics of students in Noto Peninsula
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Table 3 Subject and class time for cultivation experience activity in Noto peninsula.
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Fig. 4 Initial trigger for cultivation experience activity.

40% 1
/DR
o ik

30% 1
20% 4 |

10% -

0% -

& &
=&

E5 HIBEHBEBICHEVTHENFAT H1ERE.

Fig. 5 Practical source of information for teacher in
cultivation experience activity.
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cultivation experience activity.
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