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Abstract

Shounosin Shibaki was born in Kanazawa in 1834. In 1857, he was employed by the Souyu-kan
and worked under Bunpei Sikata in the reading of English books. From 1865 to 1866, he went to
Nagasaki to study English under a famous teacher, Ga Noriyuki. In the first year of the Meiji era, he
was a teacher of English in a private school, and then in the third year, he was employed for English
educational purposes in a junior high school. In the second year of the era, he published a book, a
translation of “Peter Parley’s Universal History.” This was, perhaps, the first book to be translated
from Parley’s books into Japanese. After that, and until 1888, more than thirty books, which had been
translated from the same Parley’s Universal History book, were published in Japan. Shibaki helped to
compile a major English-Japanese dictionary by assisting in the collecting, selecting, and editing of
English words. In 1874, a new English-Japanese dictionary was published by Ohya and others. It was
the first time in Kanazawa that lead metal types were used to print documents. In 1886, a new
English-Japanese dictionary was published by Tajiro Inami in Kanazawa. Shibaki participated again in
compiling the dictionary. This dictionary was composed of about forty thousand words within 795
pages. In 1893, he died at 58 years of age. Shibaki’s work contributed immensely to the promotion
of English education in Kanazawa.

Key Words: Shounosin Sibaki, an English translator of Souyu-kan, the Military Office of the Kaga
Clan, a junior high school English teacher at the East School in Kanazawa, a Japanese
book translated from “Peter Parley’s Universal History”, an English-Japanese dictionary
edited by Ohya ef al. published in 1874, an English-Japanese dictionary, edited by Tajiro
Inami, published in 1885
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Fig. 1 Document list of ranking of English-course
students in the East School, the high school of
Kaga Clan.
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Dictionary edited by G. Ohya , M. Tanaka, and S.
Nakamiya published in 1874.
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Fig. 4 Title pages of “New English-Japanese Dictionary” edited by T. Inami, published in 1885 (Fig. 4-1: title page in
Japanese, Fig. 4-2: in English).
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Fig. 5 Anillustration of the front of Unkon Do’ s book store.
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Fig. 7 Title page of the original book of ‘Peter Parley’s
Universal History' (1872).
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