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Ichiro TANAKA? and Hideki IMURQO?

Abstract

This article argues the peculiarity of the machine tool industry in Hokuriku region. Generally, the
fundamental technology industries such as machine tool industry, metal mold production, and metal
press industry, have been fostered by mass production sectors. However, in Hokuriku region, there are
many manufacturers of machine tools, though there are few mass production sectors. Although severa
studies have been made on the relations between fundamental technology industries and mass
production sectors, little attention has been given to this peculiarity. In this article, the origins of this
peculiarity are investigated from technological and historical points of view. From our investigation, it
will be made clear that the accumulation of the machine tool industry in Hokuriku region was promoted
by specializing of types of the machine tools, not by the tradition of the textile industry that a popular

view insists.
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