Change of Cmposition and Social Association in a
Family Group of Raccoon Dog at a Garbage Site
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Yuko FUKUE : Change of Composition and Social Association in a Family Group of

Raccoon Dog at a Garbage Site.

ABSTRACT : Appearance of individuals and timing of appearance at a garbage site
were recorded to understand the social system of the raccoon dogs (Nyctereutes
procyonoides) in the Marunouchi campus of Kanazawa University, Kanazawa. Only
one group appeared at the gabage site during the investigation, and 12 individuals
raccoon dogs were observed. Group composition changed because of recruitment
pups, immigration, and emigration. Parents-offspring associations diminished, but
association among litter mates increased with the growth of pups; this was suggested
by the simultaneous appearance of siblings at the garbage site. Loose dominance
relationships might become established between litter-mates, resulting from obser-
ved aggressive behaviour among pups in the presence of food.

Key words : Dominance relationships, Garbage site, Parents-offspring association,
Raccoon dog, Social behaviour.
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Fig. 1. Change of family member of raccoon dogs at the garbage site from April 1990 to August 1992. The
pair formation means a habitual associate between a male and a female all seasons.
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Fig. 2. Change in similarities (meants.d.) between family members at the garbage site.
Parents-Juveniles similarity shows mean of parents-4juveniles in August. Change in similarities
differed significantly between parents-juveniles and juvenile-juvenile (Wilcoxon’s rank sum test,
Ts=1,P <0.05).
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