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Language of Birth and Life: A Conversation with Morisaki Kazue

A major aim of this conversation, which was held in Munakata, Fukuoka, on December 25" and 26"
of 2010, is to explore Morisaki Kazue’s notions of language and life, which are strikingly different from
those of modern Japan. Questioning a life/death dichotomy and the resultant tendency to see life as
that which is completed within a lifetime, Morisaki has been making literary efforts to transform such a
lifetime-bounded sense of life into a more continuous one by introducing the idea of birth into a life~death
spectrum. Changing our understanding of life necessarily involves a change of language. Morisaki once
wrote that the common understanding of language used in Japan is constructed by those who were born
and does not necessarily encompass what could be termed a language of birth. “Being born” and “giving
birth” should be perceived as different aspects of the same phenomenon—Ilife. However, Morisaki points
out, Japanese has no such language; therefore, life is not understood as continuous and on-going from
generation o generation.

Morisaki was born and brought up in then occupied Korea where “being born” and “giving birth” are
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represented with the same word. The conversation begins with Morisaki’'s memory of her life in Korea, and
moves on to her criticism of Japan’s male-centered value systems, her writing and literary activism, and

ends with her unresolved questions regarding sexuality, acceptance, and life.
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