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Abstract

This article is a report on the assessment of Liberal Arts compulsory English courses
at a Japanese national university. The assessments examined are that of two English
for Academic Purposes (EAP) courses, EAP I (Paragraph Writing) and EAP II (Public
Speaking) held in the first quarter of 2016/2017 academic year. Both courses have
common assessment criteria and rubric/assessment sheet. Although the overall
grades of EAP I were relatively evenly distributed, grade distribution of individual
classes varied substantially with a few instructors giving very generous grades. In
EAP II, overall grades were more generous than EAP II, and there are also some
instructors giving generous grades. By conducting interviews and analyzing
questionnaires and course portfolios submitted by EAP instructors, this preliminary
study identifies possible causes which may influence assessment behaviors of EAP
instructors.
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Appendix

EAP I Assessment Criteria for Mid-term Assignment and Final Exam

S: 90-100%

- Well-organized and coherent paragraph with convincing reasons and examples
- Just a few grammatical and spelling mistakes

- Correct paragraph format, properly using indent, margins on both sides,

double-space, Times New Roman font, and 12 point font size

A: 80-89%

- Coherent paragraph with sufficient reasons and examples

- Some grammatical and spelling mistakes

- Correct paragraph format, properly using indent, margins on both sides,

double-space, Times New Roman font, and 12 point font size

B: 70-79%

- Satisfactory paragraph which includes the three main components but insufficient
logical development of ideas

- Several grammatical and spelling mistakes

- Incomplete paragraph format, including 1 or 2 minor mistakes in relation to indent,
margins on both sides, double-space, Times New Roman font, and 12 point font

size

C: 60-69%

- Incomplete paragraph which includes disorganized paragraph components with
insufficient word lengths

- Many grammatical and spelling mistakes

- Incomplete paragraph format, including a few minor mistakes in relation to indent,
margins on both sides, double-space, Times New Roman font, and 12 point font

size

F: 0-59%

- Disorganized and incoherent paragraph with one or two missing paragraph
components and insufficient word length

- Too many grammatical and spelling mistakes

- Wrong paragraph format with insufficient word length
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Public Speaking Assessment Sheet

Student name: Group:

Good (5) | Average(4) | Poor (3)

Fluency and Delivery

Eye contact

Voice projection/ tone

Gesture/ movement/ posture

Pace/ Use of pause

Pronunciation/ Intonation

Use of visuals

Use of notes

Language
Vocabulary

Grammar

Overall grade:

Criteria highlighted in grey are assessed per group; those in white are assessed per

student.
The overall percentage is reached by dividing the total score by 80 then multiplying by

100. (Total score/ 80 X 100)
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