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Designing EFL Reading Classes

with a Focus on Cooperative Learning and Scanning Exercises
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Yuki, Masami Raker

Abstract
This research examines the design of EFL reading classes conducted by a non-native English
speaker. Compared with other college-level EFL classes such as those which focus on oral
communication, in reading classes, Japanese tends to be spoken more so than English. In order
to create a class environment that encourages the use of English throughout, this paper
discusses a method of using cooperative learning in conjunction with carefully designed
scanning exercises in reading classes. Both activities allow instructors as well as students to
use English more naturally during class time. Based on the original idea and students’
evaluation, this research is intended to start a discussion on ideas that have worked for the

common goal of improving EFL reading classes.
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Instructor: “We are going to discuss global warming today. We’ve heard about global
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warming almost every day, but what exactly is global warming? Can you explain?
Exchange your understanding with your shoulder partner for one minute.”
(Instructor sets the timer, which beeps after a minute.)
Instructor: “Are you ready to give your opinion to the class now? Let me ask . . . .
Well, Kindai Taro (student’s name), would you tell us what global warming is?”
Student: “It’s that the earth’s temperature is higher and higher because of greenhouse
gases.”
Instructor:  “Exactly! Global warming refers to the global phenomenon of the increase
in the temperature of the earth. As Kindai-kun pointed out, the cause of this is
greenhouse gases. Then I have another question. What are greenhouse gases? I'll
give you one minute again. Exchange your idea with your face partner this time.”
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Scan Chapter 11 and find English word(s) or phrases for the followings.
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Instructor: Now let’s start reading the essay. As the title shows, this essay is about global

warming. Keep that in mind, let us read and discuss the first paragraph. The first
paragraph is called the introduction,” which presents the thesis, the main theme, of

the essay. While listening to the CD, identify the thesis statement. Also, try to
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summarize the whole paragraph.
(Listen to the first paragraph of CD)

Instructor: Did you find the thesis statement? Why don’t you check your understanding
with your face partner. Also, check you understanding of the overall discussion in
this paragraph, too.

(Set a timer, which beeps after a minute.)

Instructor: Now, let me ask some of you. Kakuma Hanako (student’ name), would you
tell us the thesis statement of this essay?

Student: The thesis statement is the last sentence, “This is no longer hypothetical . .. .”

Instructor: Right. That’s the thesis statement. So the thesis of this essay is that global
warming is a reality; it’s not hypothetical, it’s actually happening. Kakuma-san,
would you summarize this paragraph?

Student: Can I use Japanese?

Instructor: Sure.

Student: (H ARFEIZ X 2 ZKY)
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