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Perception of Korea and Korean People by
Japanese Students
— A Comparison between Korean Learners and Non-Korean
Learners at Kanazawa University —

Sumi YOON & Sangyoung NAM

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the perception of Korea and
Korean people by Japanese university students, and to examine the differences in
perception between students who have studied Korean and students who have not
studied Korean. A questionnaire was completed by 390 Kanazawa University
students who were taking second foreign language classes, such as Korean, Chinese,
French, German, and a class named The Information of East Asian Society at the
time of the survey. The results of this research are as follows.

1) More than 50% of Kanazawa University students surveyed are interested in Korea
and Korean people, and approximately 36% of participants have a favorable
impression of Korea and 29% of respondents have a favorable impression of
Korean people.

2) Participants who have studied Korean are more interested in, and have a more
favorable impression of, Korea and Korean people than participants who have not
studied Korean.

3) Female participants are more interested in, and have a more favorable impression
of, Korea and Korean people than male participants.

4) Participants who have a positive impression of Korea and Korean people have
received information from a wide variety of sources. Participants who have a
negative view, on the other hand, tend to get their information from limited

sources.



