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A Study on Zhang Yueran and Her Short Story
Harp and White Bone Demon

SUGIMURA Akiko

It is commonly believed that Zhang Yueran, who was bom in the 1980s and started
writing at the age of 14, is a typical “post-"80s writer”. However, her novels and short
stories are widely read and have many young enthusiastic fans, and therefore it is
obvious that her works have something to spark interests among the readers.

This paper compars and analyzes Harp and White Bone Demon by Zhang Yueran
with Little Mermaid by Hans Christian Anderson and an episode of ancient China
Northern Qi Dynasty, all of which are stories of love and cruel sacrifice.

Analysis of the three stories shows that Zhang, compared to Anderson and the
episode of ancient China, tends to think that the more tragic and cruel love is, the more
beautiful it is. The finding implies that self-confidence and self-negation of heroines of
these stories mirror the youth’s feeling of oppression in the present China. The Chinese

young readers who feel gloomy and pressure see themselves in her tales of tragic love.



