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There is a vast deal of fact in the story, and some pretty good comedy.
It is the first realistic South Sea story; I mean with real South Sea
character and details of life. Everybody else who has tried, that I
have seen, got carried away by the romance, and ended in a kind of
sugar-candy sham epic, and the whole effect was lost—there was no
etching, no human grin, consequently no conviction. Now I have got
the smell and look of the thing a good deal. You will know more
about the South Seas after you have read my little tale than if you had
read a library.  (161)
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My public-house? Not a bit of it, nor ever likely. I'm stuck here,
I fancy. I don’t like to leave the kids, you see: and—there’s no use

talking—they’re better here than what they would be in a white man’s
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country, though Ben took the eldest up to Auckland, where he’s being
schooled with the best. But what bothers me is the girls. They’re
only half-castes, of course; I know that as well as you do, and there’s
nobody thinks less of half-castes than I do; but theyre mine, and
about all I've got. I can’t reconcile my mind to their taking up with
Kanakas, and I'd like to know where I'm to find the whites? (75)
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Day came about six, and presented to those on shore a seizing
and terrific spectacle. ... The wind blew into the harbour mouth.
Naval authorities describe it as of hurricane force. It had, however,
few or none of the effects on shore suggested by that ominous word,
and was successfully withstood by trees and buildings. The agitation
of the sea, on the other hand, surpassed experience and description.

Seas that might have awakened surprise and terror in the midst of
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the Atlantic ranged bodily and (it seemed to observers) almost without
diminution into the belly of that flask-shaped harbour; and the
war-ships were alternately buried from view in the trough, or seen
standing on end against the breast of billows. (202)
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What more natural, to the mind of a European, than that the
Mataafas should fall upon the Germans in this hour of their
disadvantage? But they had no other thought than to assist; and
those who now rallied beside Knappe braved (as they supposed) in
doing so a double danger, from the fury of the sea and the weapons of
their enemies. (204-5)
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