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With fame and honour to his name, Ole Pacifikiwei immersed
himself totally in the supreme task of development through foreign aid,
relishing the twists and turns of international funding games. He has
since shelved his original sense of self-respect and has amused another,
more attuned to his new, permanent role as a first-rate, expert beggar.
(93)
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Built in the 1920s on freehold land before Kuruti had grown from a port

town into a bustling small city, the house stood on a larger than usual

piece of residential land. The front lawn had become, by an unplanned

process of transformation, a depot for taxis and trucks, while at the
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back was a growing junkyard with vehicles in various stages of being

stripped for spare parts. (115)
1920 AU EB L © b REBHBFAHICEHT O NK L ZDHNCH 5 2
EVH BRI, POTOIDOROIEEN I VFITBI 52 HE. 825 1F
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‘Breathe in . . . Breathe out . . . Breathe in . . . Breathe out. . .’

Babu commanded rhythmically for a few minutes before he implanted

his nose into Dr Zimmerman’s anus and called out, For the last time . . .

Breathe in . . . Breathe out . . . Disengage nose . . . Sing!”  And they all

sang the great hymn of the Third Millennium into each other’s

Eternity.

Oilei basked in the indescribable sensation that enveloped his
whole being and transported him into the throbbing core of the Anus of
the Universe, the Soul Essence of the One Infinite. He was at peace
with himself and at one with the Omnipresent Nothingness. All that
had troubled him had evaporated. (150)
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I played true to the stereotype of the hero. Gritted my teeth and
shook my head furiously.
‘Valiant but futile,” the Keeper played true to wvillain. ‘Utterly

futile. .

‘As you know, there are no secrets in our world. The Tribunal has

made that a reality, Big Nurse said.
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God, they were corny villains. I groaned and collapsed to my knees.
‘Please, 'm—I'm dying” I murmured. They pulled me up to my feet
again. ‘Haven’t you got any mercy?’
‘Mercy’s a virtue that became obsolete after our utopia was
created,” the Keeper said.
‘To replace the horror of other predicted futures. . .’
‘Such as 1984, Animal Farm, The Island, Das Kapital, Mein
Kampf, Atlas Shrugged, Star Wars, The Empire Strikes Back, and
Return of the Jedi, Alien and Aliens, Blade Runner, Mad Max 2, Planet
of the Apes. .. (96-7)
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‘For centuries we strove to rise above our murderous darkness
and evil to build heaven on earth and our galaxy, Cantos continued
their litany.  Yet you, and a few like you, want to drag us back to the
darkness, the violent, evil darkness . ..

I noticed Okolenon was still holding his now-understanding gaze,
as if to say, your ordeal will be over soon.

Again I was out of body, watching myself snared in the
melodramatic, stereotyped, badly scripted soap opera that was the
Game of Life. (261)
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When Oilei took up boxing at the age of nineteen Bulbul became
his manager. That was the turning point in their lives. Bulbul had
the frugality and the eye-for-the-main-chance acuity of his migrant
ancestry, while Oilei displayed the physical prowess and aggression
characteristic of the warrior traditions of his forebears. Their
partnership was to become an unbeatable and profitable combination.
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