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A Study of Responses to Compliments in Chinese

TAO, Lin

Abstract

In this study, I present expressions of responses to compliments in
Chinese. First, this paper will describe the data in further detail through
our investigation. Second, it discusses the characteristics of politeness
strategies that Chinese speakers use to respond to compliments. Third, it
analyzes similarities and differences in types of acceptance responses and
non-acceptance responses by sex and relationships of responders in seven
types of conversational situation.

The topics involved sex-based differences, and the relative status
solidarity between the complimenter and responder are examined. The
result is that the Chinese use various politeness strategies in seven
situation types. This analysis provides a basis for further discussion of
five broad categories of compliment response: "Accepting" "Returning"
"Deflecting” "Rejecting" and "Smiling". Then we will analyze these findings
according to the politeness theories proposed by Brown and Levinson and
by Leech. The results show that the actual conversation data of compliment

responses differ from the contents of language textbooks.

Key words: politeness strategies, compliments, responses to compliments,

acceptance type's responses, non-acceptance responses,



