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KUSEP/English C
Kanazawa University
Spring 2005
Environmental Discourses on Minamata

Course Description
The focus of this course will be on the various discourses of Minamata. Minamata is a

place which is strongly associated with Minamata Disease, a nervous system disorder
caused by the methyl mercury-laced industrial waste emitted from a chemical plant in
Minamata. The fact that Minamata Disease occurred in Minamata, not in Tokyo or in
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Kyoto, should be examined to clarify the cultural, social, and political implications of this
environmental problem. In order to address this issue, we will read and discuss essays and
literary works on Minamata including Michiko Ishimure's Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow,
which disseminated issues of Minamata with its powerfully-poetic, radically-political
narrative. By reading literary works, students will also be encouraged to critically think
about the efficacy of language and its ability to convey ideas and phenomena.

This seminar course will be a joint class for undergraduate students of Kanazawa
University as well as KUSEP students. It is also designed to help those who wish to study
abroad to improve their English.

Texts
Ishimure, Michiko. Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow: Our Minamata Disease. Trans. Livia
Monnet. Ann Arbor: Center for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, 2003. [£ 74L&
F [ —— b2 RRR] 1969, AL STE, 2004.
Oiwa, Keibo. Narrated. Ogata Masato. Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of Minamata
Fisherman. Trans. Karen Colligan-Taylor. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2001. [
HIEANTEY /HE—REE [Fitof 28 &) igER, 199.]

Course Requirements

Class Participation
Attend class and participate with engagement. Preparation is necessary: you need to read the

assigned text thoroughly and develop the issues which you want to discuss during class.

Leading Discussion
Each student will be asked to lead class discussion at least once during the semester.

Discussion leaders should (1) choose topics drawn from the assigned text, (2) discuss
them with me, (3) revise them if necessary, (4) and then distribute them to the rest
of the class (probably by e-mail) in advance so that other students can prepare for the
class discussion. In class, discussion leaders will be expected to structure and facilitate
constructive and engaging discussion.

Essay Abstract Submission
By the mid semester, you will be required to submit your essay abstract (250-400

words) . In the abstract, you should clarify (1) what you are going to examine (topic)
and (2) how you are going to discuss it (approach) . Please add a working bibliography
at the end of the abstract.

Essay Submission and Resubmission
Please submit an essay (about 10 pages long in MLA format) during the semester. Your

essay topic should relate to the main texts which we will have discussed in class. Write
clearly and thoughtfully. The essay will be returned to you with my comments. Revise-
—correct grammatical errors, develop your topic, or clarify your argument-and resubmit
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your essay. Submission and resubmission should be on time.

Oral Presentation
Towards the end of the semester, you will be required to give an oral presentation on a

topic you will have been working on. In order to make discussions on the presentation
helpful and useful for your revision, all of you should read your classmates’ papers prior to
the presentations. During the class, each of you will have fairly short time to present your
work, in order to allow for lively discussion following the presentations.

Schedule

Week 1 (April 13) Orientation

Week 2 (April 20) Introduction
Colligan-Taylor’s Introduction and Ishimure’s Prologue for Rowing
the Eternal Sea (1-21)

Week 3 (April 27) Oiwa and Ogata, Rowing the Eternal Sea (1) : Part One (23-70)
**There will be no class on May 4 due to the national holiday.***

Week 4 (May 11)  Oiwa and Ogata, Rowing the Eternal Sea (2) : Part Two (71-125)

Week 5 (May 18)  Oiwa and Ogata, Rowing the Eternal Sea (3) : Part Three (127-75)
and Epilogue (177-85)

Week 6 (May 25) Monnet's introduction for Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow (vii-xxxiv)

Week 7 (June 1) Ishimure, Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow (1) Chapter One “Sea of
Camellias” (1-63)

Week 8 (June 8) Ishimure, Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow (2) Chapter Two “Boat
Cemetery” (65-129)
Essay Abstract Submission DUE

Week 9 (June 15)  Ishimure, Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow (3) Chapter Three “What
Yuki Had to Say” (131-174) and Chapter Four “Fish of Heaven”
(175-219)

Week 10 (June 22) No Class (I will be attending a conference in the US.)

Week 11 (June 29) Ishimure, Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow (4) Chapter Five “Fish on
Land” (221-271)
Essay Submission DUE

Week 12 (July 6)  Ishimure, Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow (5) Chapter Six “Tonton
Village” (273-301) and Chapter Seven “The Year 1968 (303-369)

Week 13 (July 13) Students’ presentations and discussions

Week 14 (July 20) Students’ presentations and discussions

Week 15 (July 27) Essay Resubmission DUE

Week 16 (Aug. 3) Course summary and final discussion
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