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*  From the intersection of the Tokiwa line, we'd come up the gradual

slope of the railway cut a short ways when in the mulberry fields be-
yond we saw a skirmish taking place. Groups of farmers, here and
there, were looking on.

Lane Dunlop(tr.): Incident on the Afternoon of Novenber Third >
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*  The two of them met up with a priest who quite unceremoniously
engaged them in conversation, and all three started drinking together,

the upshot being that they spent a good part of the afternoon in a

place where they'd only expected to stay a short while.
“The priest cadged drinks off you?”
Dennis Keene(tr.): Rain in the Wind'>
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* The charge against me was suspended, but this brought me no joy.
[ felt utterly wretched as I sat on a bench in the corridor outside the
district attorney's office waiting for the arrival of my guarantor,
Flatfish.

I could see through the tall windows behind my bench the evening

sky glowing in the sunset. Seagulls were flying by in a line which

somehow suggested the curve of a woman's body.

Donald keene(tr.): No Longer Human'"
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*  The moonlight, so bright that the furrows in the woman's ear were
clearly shadowed, struck deep into the room and seemed to turn the
mats on the floor a chilly green.

“No. Let me go home.”
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“I see you haven't changed.” Shimamura raised his head. There was
something strange in her manner. He peered into the slightly aquiline
face.

Edward G. Seidensticker(tr.): Snow Country'®’
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x --With the regular sound of the waves lapping the sides of the ship
and the monotonous hum of the diesel engines, the whole orderly
scene suddenly struck me as very strange.

[ felt a peculiar excitement - an excitement tinged with somehow
pleasurable pain.

Ivan Morris(tr.): Fires on the Plain™
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* Recently Mrs Tabé's refined mother had been in her room almost

constantly. She wore black monpe, the trousers that had become

equivalent to a uniform for women during the War.

Michael Gallagher(tr.): The Sea and Poison™”
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* It was almost too ordinary a thing to hear gossip about geisha from
the hot-spring masseuse, and that fact had the perverse effect of mak-
ing the news the more startling; and Komako's having become a geisha
to help her fiancé was so ordinary a bit of melodrama that he found

himself almost refusing to accept it. Perhaps certain moral considera-

tions - questions of the propriety of selling oneself as a geisha -
helped the refusal.

(15)

Edward G. Seidensticker (tr.): Snow Country
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* The three generations of glory of the Fujiwara of Hiraizumi vanished

in the space of a dream. The ruins of their Great Gate are two miles
this side of the castle. Where once Hidehira's mansion stood there are

now fields, and only Golden Cockerel Mountain, the artificial hill

constructed at his command, retains its old appearance.
| Donald Keene(tr.): The Narrow Road to Oku""
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*  After Kiguchi was repatriated to Japan, he never wanted to remem-
ber that hell again. He didn't want to talk to anyone about it. Even had
he chosen to discuss it, there was no reason why the women and chil-
dren who had remained in Japan could comprehend it. Those who
were drafted and indolently welcomed the conclusion of the war at

bases far from harm's way could not begin to grasp it. The only ones
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who could truly understand what they had been through were their
comrades who W@ the sea of trees and hobbled with
them along the road that the soldiers would later call the ‘Highway of
Death’. Tsukada was the valued war comrade who had journeyed
through that inferno with Kiguchi.

Van C. Gessel(tr.): Deep River™
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*  As they dragged their legs along in utter exhaustion, they lost track
of whether they were dreaming or awake. Kiguchi had seen an exact
replica of himself walking alongside him.

‘Walk! You must keep walking!” His double, or perhaps the Kigucht
who was about to collapse physically, had bellowed at him.

‘Walk! Keep walking!’

Even after he returned home alive, Kiguchi could not bring himself
to believe that this had been an apparition. He was certain that his
exact duplicate had stood at his side, berating him.

Van C. Gessel(tr.): Deep River®”
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*  Some two hours later my uncle returned with the village doctor. He
seemed quite an old man and was dressed in formal, rather old-fash-
ioned Japanese costume. '+ A little before noon the doctor appeared
again. This time he was in slightly less formal attire, but he still wore

his white gloves.

Donald Keene(tr.): The Setting Sun™
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* She gazed at him for a moment, then burst out violently: “You don't
have to say that. What reason have you to say that?” She stood up ir-
ritably, and threw herself at his neck. “It's wrong of you to say such
things. Get up. Get up, I tell you.” The words pour out deliriously,
and she fell down beside him, quite forgetting in her derangement the
physical difficulty she had spoken of earlier.

Some time later, she opened warm, moist eyes.

She picked up the hair ornament that had fallen to the floor.

“You really must go back tomorrow,” she said quietly.

Edward E. Seidensticker (tr.): Snow Country™
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* ] did not hesitate to use the money to go by myself to the hot
springs of southern Izu. However, I am not the kind to make a lei-
surely tour of hot springs, and at the thought of Yosiko I became so
infinitely forlorn as to destroy completely the peaceful frame of mind
which would have permitted me to gaze from my hotel window at the

mountains. I did not change into sports clothes. I didn't even take the

waters. Instead I would rush out into the filthy little bars that looked
like souvenir stands, and drink gin until I fairly swam in it. I returned
to Tokyo only sicklier for the trip.

@n

Donald Keene(tr.): No Longer Human
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* The first thing that had struck Shimamura's eye as he got off the
train was that array of silver-white. High up the mountain, the kaya
spread out silver in the sun, like the autumn sunlight itself pouring

over the face of the mountain. Ah, I am here, something in Shimamura

called out as he looked up at it.

29

Edward E. Seidensticker(tr.): Snow Country
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