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How teoku (toku) are used in Japanese text corpora?:

a comparison between Japanese native speakers and
Japanese non-native speakers.

Mina Suzuki and Makiko Matsuda

Abstract

Japanese learners are likely to avoid grammatical expression “~teoku” and its shortened
form “~toku” in their production. The previous study said “~teoku” has 3 grammatical
meanings: (1) “to prepare” that is to do something to prepare for future (2) “to leave” that is
to leave something as it is for a while, and (3)” to measure”; to do something as a measure.
In this paper, we investigated how these meanings are introduced in the Japanese textbooks
and how Japanese native/non-native speakers use “~teoku/toku” through the corpus analysis.
As a result, the author found that “to prepare” is the most commonly introduced meaning in
the Japanese textbooks and “to leave” and” to measure” are partly introduced. However, the
most frequently occurring meaning was “measure” in the native Japanese corpus. And also
“~teoku” and “~toku” are rarely used in the learners’ Japanese corpus. Therefore, this paper
proposes that the meaning of “measure” should be taught first. By doing this, it should be

possible to increase leamners use of “~teoku”.





