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An attempt to develop a new method for measuring

the degree of politeness:
Focusing on the number of pre-sequences

Masashi Mine and Liang Yuxin

Abstract

The authors developed a new method to measure the degree of politeness when a person
makes a request. The developed method counts the number of presequences, which are used
as pre-requests. Examples of pre-request include address, explanation, and apology. This
method is based on the hypothesis that the more polite situation necessitates more pre-
sequences than the less polite situation.

In this paper, the authors checked the validity of this method using the data by Liang
(2014). This method is important when the cases that the degree of politeness based on the
amount of pre-sequences may not match the degree of politeness based on the selection of

expressions.



