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A Learner Needs Analysis for the Japanese Language
Courses at the Integrated Japanese Language
Program of Kanazawa University

Masashi Mine and Miho Fukagawa

Abstract

This paper reports on the results of a questionnaire survey that was conducted by the
Kanazawa University International Student Center in July 2012 for all the international
students studying at Kanazawa University. The purposes of the survey were to discover 1)
what students really expect from the Integrated Japanese Language Program (IJLP) and 2)
what Japanese language skills students need for academic settings. The following are the
main findings: 1) The students came to Japan with different levels of Japanese ranging from
elementary to advanced, 2 ) The main reasons students study the Japanese language are to be
able to communicate with teachers and friends and to better understand Japan and Japanese
culture, 3 ) The main reason students do not attend Japanese classes is that they are too busy
with their specialized study, 4 ) Their field of study is relevant to the language skills that they

wish to acquire. The results will be taken into consideration for revision of the program.

[Keywords] needs analysis, Japanese language learning, international students,

questionnaire



