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Suggestions from the ‘International Student Round Table
Talk’ hosted by the Graduate School of Natural Science and
Technology : Examining the five years discussions and the
remaining challenges for supporting international students

Toshimi Noda, Yumi Kishida and Michiko Matsushita

Abstract

This paper examines the discussions at five years record the ‘International Student Round
Table Talk’ s hosted by the Graduate School of Natural Science and Technology since 2008
to find out the improvements and the remaining challenges in the campus environments for
international students at Kanazawa University.

Recent expansion in the number of international students has brought the increase of
students who do not understand Japanese. Today, more classes and laboratories are facing the
challenges of the insufficient communication due to lack of language skills, the language
barrier between Japanese and non-Japanese students. Such condition requests the faculty to
introduce new teaching methods and students to be more motivational and active to
overcome the communication barrier. Provision of cheap and stable accommodations for
international students is one of the urgent issues for Kanazawa University in order to double

its international students up to 1,000 by 2020.
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