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On a type of English off-record message

and its motivating cause

Masashi Mine

ABSTRACT
Levinson and Brown (1987) says if a speaker wants to do an FTA, but wants to avoid the
responsibility for doing it, he can do it off record and shows fifteen strategies for that. This
study shows that one type of such off-record message is more often used in English than in
Japanese and it could be motivated by Kageyama's theory (Kageyama 2002) that English
expresses an event from its endpoint (its result) while Japanese focuses on the process to
express the event.
An example of such off-record message is the following:
Expression: "Join the club”
Message: (we are in the same situation!)
This off-record message has this structure:
Phase 1: We are in the same situation.
Phase 2: So, you can join our club.
Phase 3: Join the club!
If we take these three phases for one event, English clearly expresses the event from the
endpoint. while the corresponding Japanese expression will be the one of Phase 1 ( [#4 &[]

LT k.1 Watashi mo onaji desu yo.).



